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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ASBSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lient.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the mn-
dermentioned Bills;— :

1, Reduetion of Rents Act Continuance.

2, Mortgagees’ Rights Restriction Act
Continuance.

3, Finateial Emergency Act Amendment.

PETITION—LOTTERIES
BILL.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [433]:
For and on behalf of Hon. J. Nicholson T
have to present a petition in connection with
the Lotteries Bill. The petitioners desire to
be called to the Bar of the House. The clerk
has certified that the petition is in confor-
mity with the Standing Orders. It is signed
by 15 representatives of different organisa-
tions. T move—

That the petition be received and read.

(CONTROL)

Qaestion put and passed.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL).
First Reading.
Received from ithe Assembly and read a
first time.
Second Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.

Baxter—East) [4.40] in moving the second
reading said: The Bill is being introdnced
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with the ohject of legalising ecrtain forms
of gambling. I must admit that the task of
intvroducing such a measure is not a very
congenial one, but it is considered necessary
that gambling, if it cannot be stopped alio-
gether, should be conlrolled more effectively.
The Bill refers particularly to lotteries and
sweeps. At the present time we have all
sorts of sweeps, art unions, crossword, news-
word and other sorts of puzzles opernting.
over which there iz no effective con-
trol. Most of these arve represented as being
in aid of some charitable ohject.

There is one vital consideration in a mea-
sure of this deseription, and that is the in-
herent liking of the average Australian for
a modest gamble, even if it is only a six-
penny crossword puzzle competition, and, if
he cannot have it legally, then he is quite
prepared to have it illegally. It is this trait
that we wish to conirol and if possible to
direct into avenues that will return some
useful result. The purpose of the Bill is to
form a Commission of four members who
shall have power to econduet lotteries, or tu
receive and make recommendations to the
Minister in regard to applications made by
other persons to conduet lotteries.  The
Commission will have full power to control
and supervise such lotteries that may he
conducted.  Such lotteries will only be
allowed for the purpose of ratsing funds for
charitahle purposes.

Many citizens objeet, on conscientious
egrounds, to any form of gambling. Many
of these are prepared to admit that it is a
viee that cannot be stamped out altogether,
and would prefer to see snitable legislation
enacted to enable a more efficient control to
be exercised over it, Such control as is pro-
vided for in the Bill will enable many of the
abuses arising from certain forms of gamb-
ling, to be stamped out. Unfortunately
many of our voluntary charitable institu-
tions have had to rely on lotteries and
sweeps to raise funds to earry on their work.
Although opportunities are ever present for
voluntary donations, such donations are not
cufficient to meet the needs of the various
institutions. Many people will not give a
straight-out contribution to charity, but wil}
willinglv purehase a ticket that offers a
gamble, never mind how waorthless the prize
may he. The object of the Bill is not to
encourage gambling, but fo eontrol it.

Tor the past 15 months the Government
have recognised that certain latitude must
he zranted and. with the ohjert of control-
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ling the business as far as possible, have
permitted the conduet of certain sweeps
under State control. This action meant that
we had to override the Criminal Code to a
certain extent, hut the sweeps have heen
condneted in a way that has removed many
of the most objectionahie feainrez. The re-
snlt has heen that to date nine consultations
have been held. The total receipts amounted
to £75.504 13s. 6d., and the prize money dis-
tributed to £34,208 10s, 5d. Expenses
amounted to £14,126 13s. 3d., equal to
18.7 per cent. of the gross receipts, and the
amount available for distribution to charit-
able institutions amounted to £27,168 7s. 4.
The expenses included the 10 per cent. com-
mission paid to sellers of tickets.

Tf this Bill is enacted it is expeeted
that the expenses will he redinced and it
is safe to assume that the expenses over
and above 10 per cent. commission paid to
ticket sellers will not exceed 6 per cent. One
result of these State lotteries has heen to
retain within the State a large sum of money
that would otherwise have heen sent out
to purchase tickets in sweeps such as Tat-
tersalls and the Golden Casket. This also
is one of the aspeets to which serious con-
sideration must he given as it is essential
that all money be kept in eirculation within
the State. Tt cannot be denied that prior o
the inception of State lotteries many thou-
sands of pounds were sent out of the State
annually to porchasze tickets in other sweeps.

The provisions of the measure include
that for a lotteries commission, which will
have statutory anthority and will be indem-
nified against the provisions of the Criminal
Code and the Police Act. This provision
will also apply to other persons or bodies
who may be given permission to conduct
sweeps and lotteries. Then there ave the
limitation of the number of sweeps to noi
more than 15 in any one vear, and the de-
finition of a “lottery.” The present definition
of “lottery” in the Criminal Code has been
difficult to interpret, as certain competitions
which were deemed to reqnire an element
of skill were not considered to he lotteries.
They are exemplified in the present news-
paper eompetitions, in which the skill re-
quired is, to say the least, of a minor char-
acter. All suech competifions will be included

under the definition of *lotteries,” Then
there is the provision that any per-
son wanting fto eonduet a lottery must

apply to the commission for permission.

[COUNCIL.]

Sueh an application is to he swbmitfed
by the commission to the Commissioner of
Police for a report as to suitability of the
person applying, and on receipt of that re-
port the application will he submitted to the
Minister for his decision. The commission
will be held responsible for the eonduet of
State-wide lotferies in accordance with the
conditions set out in the Bill. The total
expenses are not to exceed 25 per cent. of
the gross amount received in subseriptions,
the halanece remmining after deduction of
prize money and expenses to he applied to
charitable purposes specified in the permit.
Wide powers are to he granted to the Com-
missioner of Police in order that the police
may have the right to enter any place where
a lottery is heing conducted, with power to
examine books, vouchers, ete., and io have
& representative present when drawings are
heing made; and power tn enter, hy foree if
necessary, places where lotteries are sus-
pected of heing condncted without a pér-
mit, with the right fo seize and take pos-
session of all monies, papers, doenments,
ete., relating to anv such lottery.

The definition of “illegal lotteries” m¢ludes
all competitions or lotteries for which no per-

‘mit has heen given, and all lotteries or sweeps

condueted and drawn wholly outside the
State. The advertising of snch illegal lInt-
teries i1s prohihitedl. A number of othe:
provisions in the Bill are self explanatory
Tt will never he possihle to excise gambling
altogether. and the only thing left to do i
to contral it so that it will not bhecome 2
serions evil, Tt has existed throughout the
ages, and if one would hut take time to con
sider the varions aspects of evervdav lifs
he would he surprised to find to what m
extent his aections and purposes hinge m
what, after all. is nothing less than :
gamble. When snch chanees are inereasei
and organised =0 s to hecome a danger
the community, thev mnst he controlled. T
is not always possible or advisable to try t
control them hv making laws which wil
make sueh acts eriminal aets, hecause sucl
laws will often defeat their purpose. For
hidden fruits are sweetest, and we have ha
an example of thiz in the effort made b
the United States to establish prohibition. A
it is impossible to stamp out gambling alta
gether, the nexi hest thing is to =o direc
and control it that the State and people a
a whole will henefit from it. The Bill pre
vides the machinervy to do this. T move-

That the Bill be now read a geeond time.
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Awendment—sic months.
HON. G. FRASER (West) [451]: I
move an amendment—

“T}_mt the war’ ““agw’” be struck ont and
this day six months®’ ivserted in Yeuw.

I move this amendment in view of the favt
that we are now in the dying hours of the
session, leaving no time for consideration
of this very contentious measure.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
{ North—on amendment) [4.52]: 1 will sup-
port the Minister in this.

The PRESIDENT: The hon, member
must speak to the amendment now before
the Chair.,

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTEXOOM: T
am opposed to the amendment beecause 1
believe the spirit of speenlation permeates
almost every Australian. I am in favour of
sweeps and the totalisator, but am opposed
to the bookmaker: not because I regard him
as being worse than anyone else, but hecanse

unfortunately he gives eredit whercas the
totalisator and the sweeps do not, T recog-

nise that, were it not for the bookmaker,
there would he no races, and so T will not
say anything against him, but will oppose
the amendment and support the Bill.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North—on amend-
ment) [4.54]: The reason given by Mr.
Fraser for mwoving his amendment is that
we are c¢lose to the end of the session and
therefore have not the time to deal with the
Bill. T take a contrary view; if we eannct
do it this side of Christmas, then there is
plenty of time for it in the new year. T
should not like it to go abroad thal this
House could not attend to its duty merely
hecause Christmas was approaching. T do
not care whether the Bill be read a second
time now or in six days or in six months,
hut I should like te hear the pros and eons
»f the Bill.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. .
Baxter—East—on amendment) [4.55]: No-
j0dvy is more astonished than am 1
it sueh an  amendment being  moved
im the ground submitted by the han,
nember, the lateness of the hour in
‘he session. During the 19 vears T
1ave been here we have never before had
o clean a Notice Paper in the closmmg day=
»f the session. and there is still a large part
f the week left in which to consider, if
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riecessary, more contentious measures than is
this one,

Hen. J. Cornell:  Would you agree to
leave it over until to-morrow?d

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tf tho
Honse wishes it, ves. I have no particular
desive o get through it fto-day. It iz un-
thinkable that we should use the guillotine
ou an important measure on which there has
heen s0 much diseussion outside of Parlia-
ment, and so much investigation. I de not
think members will take on themselves the
responsilility  for saying that, with the
greater part of the week ahead of us, wa
have not time to eonsider the Bill.

Hon, G. Fraser: A few sessions ago, in
the late hours of the session, we refused to
deal with a Health Bill, o more important
measure than this. ’

Tie CHIEF SECRETARY: Buf never
hefore have we had the Notice Paper in such
eond order at this time of the session. The
amendment offers an apparently easy way of
defenting the Bill on the plea tliat there is
no time for its consideration, Buf the House
must recognise that there is ample time for
its consideration. This is one of the very
fow Bills that has been widely dizenssed for
months past. Tt has been disenzsed from
every angle in the Press and wherever in
the citv men assemble. Probably there has
never heen a more coanfroversial Bill hrought
hefore Parliament, vet T do not know of
anv ordinary citizen, much less a memher of
Parliament, who is not fully aequainted with
everv phaze of the measure. So I hope the
House will not injure itself by supporting
the amendment,

HON. J. CORNELL (South—on amend-
ment) {457]: I am not a wowser, for I
have playved two-up and hazards and a lot
of other things, but T absolufely decline on
the last day of the session to discusz a
measure as far-reaching in its effects as is
this Bill. I do not propose to enter into
a diseussion of the pros and cons of the
Bill at thiz stage. o even the advisability
or inadvizsahilify of =upporting the amend-
ment. The Bill legalises lotteries, which
are now illezal. Tn 1924 the Lahour Gov-
erninent brourht down a similar measure.
but they saw to it that it reached this
House with ample time for consideration.
Tf members will tnrn to **Hansard’’ thev
will find that 10 members voted for the
second reading of that Bill, 15 against it,
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four paired, and so, with the President in
the Chair, it was deeided by a full House.
That Bill came to us on the 22nd October,
and the motion for the second reading was
put on the 25th November, So the Bill
was in the House for a clear month., At
this late hour of the session I decline to
give consideration to so mportant a meas-
ure as this. It is not right for the Chief
Secretary to say that we are shirking our
duty. .

The Chief Seeretary: I did not use those
sords,

Hon. J. CORNELL: No, not exactly
those words, but the Minister said the
Notice Paper was never hefore so clean
at this stage of the session and so0 we
ought to go on with the Bill. Conszideration
that ought to have been shown this House
has not been shown, for this Bill has been
in another place for ahout three months.
Therefore 1 decline to consider it.

HON. J. T. FRANKLIN (Metropolitan
—on amendment) [5.0]: T intend to sup-
port the amendment for reasons similar
to those advanced by Mr. Fraser and Mr.
Cornell. The Bill is of importance to the
whole of the State and merits every pos-
sible investigation. T shounld also like to
know what it is proposed to do with re-
gard to the petition that was received to-
day. We have not the time in which to
comply with its request. The Bill has heen
before another place for many weeks and it
has reached us in the closing hours of the
session. The time is mueh too short in
which to give the Bill the consideration it
deserves. T intend to support the amend-
ment.

HON, J. M. MACFARLANE (eiro-
politan-Suburban—on  amendment) [3.2]:
Apparentlv there is a feeling in the House
that the consideration of the Bill should
remain in abheyance for a time. 1 will not
support the amendment, not beeause T
partienlarly want to see the Bill passed—I
gamble perhaps as little as anvone in the
House—but a Bill of a similar nature was
hefore the House on a previous oecasion
and the Bill itself has been hefore another
place for a considerable time and members
have had every opportunity of following
the debates in another place.

Hon. J. Cornell: But this was made a
new Bill by another place last night.

[COUNCIL..]

The Chief Seeretary: Nothing of the
sort.
Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We have

dealt with Bills of equal importance in the
closing days of the session, and there is
no reason why this should not receive the
same consideration, even though we are
near the end of our labonrs £ the [l
T suppose every member has made up his
amtind as to the attitude he will adopt to-
wards the Bill. If necessary, the debate
could be adjourned until the next sitting
of the House.

HON. W. J. MANRN (Sonth-West—on
amendment) [5.4]: I intend to oppose
the amendment. T am rather swrprised at
the attitnde of some hon. members regard-
ing the closing hours of the session. We
are here to attend ito public business, and
because we are within a few days of
Christmas, that is no reason why we
shonld refuse to attend to Bills that are
sent to us for consideration. The Covern-
ment ean be exeused for the lateness of
the appearance of the measure in this
House. As a country member who hag to
travel 150 miles to attend the sittings of
the Legislative Couneil, T am prepared to
eome back after Christmas, if necessary.
The Bill is of considerable importance to
the community, and it should receive the
consideration it descrves at the hands of
the House.

HON. ¢. H. WITTENOOM (South-
East—on amendment) [5.6]: This is an
important measure, and we have all to-day
and thiz evening, and all night, if neces-
sary, in whieh to consider it. There is
cven nothing to prevent ns coming hack
to-morrow to diseuss it if we eannot com-
plete the dehate to-day. More important
measures than this have been dealt with
in the closing hours of the session, and it
we cannot finish onr work before Christ-
mas, we ¢an come back carly in January.
T intend to oppose the amendment.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (Fast — on
amendment) [5.7]: We cannot get away
from the fact that usnally there is a rosh
of important business of this sort nt the
end of the session. A Bill such as the one
we are now asked to consider should not
have been submitted at such a late hour
when it is recognised that there are only
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two days left in which to complete our
labours. I understand that every effort
is to he made to conclude the session beforg
Christmas. Why rush the Bill through
row, remembering, as the Chief Secretary
said, that it has been before another place
for three wmonth=. It is not fair to ask
members to do this.

The Chiet' Secrctary: T did not -ay
anvthine of the kind, T objecl to that
statement,

The PRESIDENT: The Chief SRecretary
ohjeets to the hon. memher’s remark.

Hon, 1. J. YELLAND: T misunderstond
him: 1 withdraw willingly.  Tven if it
has heen hefore another place for only
twa months, this ITouse should nnt he ex-
peeted to pass it in two days.

HON. SIR CHARLES NATHAN (J[etro-
politan-Snburban—on  amendment)  [5.9]:
We have heen discussing the amendment
for an hour, and i that time three or four
speeches mizht easily have heen made on
the second reading. T hope no further
time will be oceupied in further diseussing
what is merely a side izsue. T oppose
the amendment.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Melropolitan—on
amendment) 13107 : 1 too nppose the amend-
ment. T will take the rizk of =aying that
a eonsiderable amount of time  has  heen
wasted by some members during the present
session.  Some wembers vise and tell us that
they will be brief in their remarks: thev
wo on talking for half an hour and repeat
that thev intend to be brief,

Hon. J. Cornell intevjected.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOXN: Mr. Cornell is one
of the offenders in that respect. T intene
10 appose the amendment.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central—on
muendment) 15117 : T acree it is regrettable
that the Bill ~heuld have been broneht down
=0 late in the sex<ion. hut we a~ the law-
makers of the State must het he content to
allow the present un=atizfactory and uncon-
trolled «ftate of atfairs vecurdine aambline
to continue one dav langer thun we ean help.
I =hall eppo<e the amendment.

HON. G. W, MILES {Nurth) [512%: T
move—
That the question be pow put.

Motion put and passed,

2m
Amendment (3ix months)  put, and a
tivision taken with the following result;—
.\_‘u'&\ . .. .. .. 6
Noes .. .. .. .. 19
Majority against .. .. 13
AVES.

Hon, J. Cornell lan, E. II. Harrls

Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon, W, I Kitson
Hon. G. Fraser | Iloa, H. J. Yelland
{Teller.y
NOE3,

Haon, 0, F. Raxtler
Hoa. .. B. Baltsn
lon. AL ML Clydesdnie
Hon. J. M. Drew

Hon, 0. Fwing

Hon. E. H. H. Hall
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon Jo MO Maciarkun=
tian. W..J. Mann

Amendment thes negatived,

Hon, W. L KITSON: In ovder that |
inav have anp opportunity to study the Bill,
T move—

That the Cebate be adjourned.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: By way of
personal explanation, 1 wish to inforin mem-
Lers that the Bill is in their hands, and it
they do not desire to deal with the measure
to-night, [ shall not attempt to foree it
through,

Hon, K. 1L Marriz: Yoo will give us an
opportunity to read the Bill!?

The CH1¥WF SECRETARY: Yes, it 1s in
the hands of hon. imemhbers.

Tie PRESIDENT: The motion rannot he
dizeusserl.

Hon, G, W. Milea

Mo, R, G, Mosre
Hen, I, Monre

Hon, Sir €. Nalhan
Hou, 1LV, Piesse
lon, E. Ro-e

Hon. 8ir E. Witlennom
Houw. €. H. Witternoani
Hen, B, H. Grey
(Teller.)

1Mem. (5. W, Miles: Can we move an
mnendment?

The PRESIDEXT: No.

Motion put and a division taken with the

following result :—

Aves 11
Novs 15
Majorvity neainst b5
AYFS.
Hon I Coraell Han. E. H, Harrig
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. W. H. Kitson

Har., . I, Wittennnin
Haon. H. I. Yelland
Hon. R. (i, Monre
{Telier.)

Hen. 1. T. Feanklin
Yinn. (¢ Frassr
Hon. E. H. Gray

Nors,
Hon. G, W. Milea
Hon. T. Moore

Hem. C. F. Ruxter
[Ton. 1. B, Bolton

1 n A M Clvde -dalr Hon. Sir €. Nathan
iTon_ 1. Ewing Han, IL. V. Pirz-e
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. E. Rosa

Han. 1. .F, Halmes Hon. 8ir B, Wittenrnn,
Hon, J. M. Macfarlane Hon. E. H. 4. Hall

Hon, W..J. Mann
Maotion thus necatived,

{Teller.y
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HON. A. M. CLYDESDALE (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [5.20]: The Bill be-
fore us i3 long overdue; I am afraid
that is now a steck phrase. However,
il members attempt to satisfy  all  sec-
tions of the community they will be
sadly astray in their judgment. There

is one section of the comununity that will not
listen to anyone being permitted to gamble.
Another section, if given earte blanche, will
run riot and spend move than they can afford,
with the result that their dependants and
they themselves suffer in the proeess.  Not-
withstanding any laws that may be placed
on the statute-hook, the majoriy of West-
crn Australians, if unot permitted to do
sa in ihis State, will find  ways and
menns ol investing in other countries.
As we know, an enormous amount of money
has heen senl to the Eastern States extend-
ing over many years past.  Since the ap-
pointment by the Government of the Ari
I'nion Controt Committee to eonduct con-
sultations in Western Australia, the posi-
tion has gradually improved. The eommit-
{ee have heen in existence for 18 wmonths
only, and by the judicions cxpenditure of
money on adverbising, the results have ex-
ceeded anticipations.  Since the first =weep
was conduneted by the committes, there has
heen a gradual demand Tor lickets from the
Tastern  States, and  during the last six
months the amount received from the East
Far each eonsnliation has mmore than donbled,
By vesterday’s miml applicalions  for 600
tickets wore reeeived.  Another faetor to
he eonsidered is thal the majority of the
Western Aunstealin public are now investing
in their own consultalions instead of send-
ing their monev out of the State. T esti-
mate the bhalance fo-day, faking into con-
stderalion money reeeived from the Tiast
and the amount kept in this State, amonnts
fo at least £3,000 per annum in our favonr.
There is no donbt that if no restrictions are
imposed on the mumher of sweeps to he eon-
dueted, n verv large zum of money will he
abtained. One has to ask this question.
“What amannt of money is required to place
legitimate  charitalle organisations on  a
sound fonting®  From mx experience a-
chairman of the eontrol hoard. T would =av
that the maximum amount required annually
i3 from £25.000 to £30,000. One consultatior
a month. with add enes for special oerasions,
would bhe sufficient to provide that amount.
Shonld any attempt he made at present to

[COUNCIL.)

raise inore than the amount I have men-
tioned, | say without fear of coniradiction,
taking into consideration the size of our
population, that we wonld he extracting
irore money from the people than they could
legitimately afford. 1 feel sure that by con-
dueting a monthly consultation, the eost of
udministration will be considerably reduced
from the present fignre. There i3 a vast
difference hetween running at least 12 con-
sultations a vear and running the five that
were eonducted by the committee during
their fivst 12 months., T.ess monev will have
to be expended and all that will be required
will be a Tew more clerks to dispose of the
extra number of tickets, thereby making
available more money for distribution. 1x-
cepting the “die-hards,” who will never he
convineed, there is a marked change appar-
cnt in the opinions of the people compared
with the experience of a few vears ago when
a Bill of almost similar character was re-
jeeted in this Chamber. Prominent church-
men have considerably altered their views,
and have now arrived at the concluston that
properly  conducted and controlled avt
unions represent the most sensible means
hy which the funds neeessary for our charit-
able organisations ean he roised. T.et mem-
hers visnalise the position if the Bill be re-
jected.  Sweeps, puzzles, fipping competi-
tions and so forth will he in sueh evidenee
that the state of affairs will be infolerable.
Under a svstewn of eontrol hy n hoard or
commission, there will he little to complair
of. You, Mr. President, will probably re-
member that when the Labour Government
were tn offiee they decided to stop the tip-
ping competitions that were fourishing at
that period. From what T can ascertain,
if the Bill does not hecome law, no Govern-
ment will have the legal power to put a stop
to such competitions. T that should avise,
then the possibilitios are that a worse posi-
tion will he apparent in the future. T dao
not know that any member of this Chamber
could he placed in such a ecalegory, hut cer-
tainly no one would aeeuse me of bheing a
“wowser.”  On the other hand, it is impos-
sible for memhers to sit here and suggest
that the present-day conditions should con-
tinue. At this juncture those in charge of
our eharitable organizations are at their
wit’s end to know how to raise fund=. They
are  doing  evervthing they ecan with the
means at their dizposal to provide monex
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with which to continue their operatiops. If
that money is found for them by means of
consultations or loiteries, they will be able
to devote more time to the domestic affairs
of their institutions, and do the work haiter
than iz possible under existing conditions.
In connection with the expenditure neces.
sary to run consultations, it may interest
members to know that over a period of 15
months, nine sweeps have been conducted.
The total money received has heen £75,505.
of which £34,210 was distribnied as prize
money, representing 45.3 per cent. of the
takings.  The cxpenditure aggregated
£14,127, which is 18 per cent. only of the
total amount received, and includes 10 per
cent, commission paid to sellers of tickels
The balance, £27,168, was distributed among
the various institutions and that amount re-
presenis 35.9 per cent. of the total proceeds.
I consider that the time has avrived
when the present unsatisfactory position
should bhe rectified. What will happen if
steps are not taken in that direction? Soon
a general election will he held, and it will
be fought on two subjects—secession and
sonsultations.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: You mean
lotleries?

Hon, A, M. CLYDESDALE: We know
there is a section that will not suppoert gamb-
ling in any shape or form. Evervone knows
that if a gambler is allowed to do what he
likes, it becomes necessary to proteet him
against himself, T regard the position of
the gambler as akin to the sitnation that
arose in Melhourne some considerable time
ago when the police strike oeenrred. With
the absence of members of the police force
from the streets, there was no one to econ-
trol the people, who soon got out of hand.
und rushed around smashing windows and
taking what they desired. If a eambler is
not controlled, he will run riot and spend
more than he can afford. On the other hand.
what will become of the charitable institn-
tions that require upwards of £30,000 a
vear, if the Bill dnes not hecome law? What
will the Government do about it? Will they
gav that evervthing must stop, and that the
eharitnble organisations will have to be
elosed down? Tf we are to minimise gamb-
line and eontrol it by the means suggested
in tho Bl the effeet will he that the charit-
able organisations will be placed in a healthy
finanrinl position and instead of hundreds
of thousands of pounds being sent out of
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the State For investment in eonsubtations
in the Kastern States, that woney will be
kept here and, in addition, we will receive
a large amount of money from ine Eastern
States that will help further towards the
sapport of our charitable organisations, 1
have great pleasure in supporting the second
readung of the Bill.

HON, W. J. MANN (south-West)
[5.28] : Members are somewhat at a disad-
vantage in not having had an opportunity
to pernse the Bill but that fact notwith-
standing, | eonsider it to he our duty to
deal with the measure as far as we can. I
think we should sit unti] the measure can
e properly considered, I intend to support
the Bill, but at the same time I am some-
what disappointed beeause instead of a mea-
sure merely to control lotteries, 1 would
have preferred the Bill to deal with
the control of lotteries and betting or,
shall T say, gamubling. Lotteries, in my
judgment, may be open to question,
but they are not nearly so questionable
as is much of the gambling that is carried
on in our midst.

Hon, J. Cornell: The Bill provides for a
monopoly.

Hon. W. J. MAXN: T am surprised that
the Government, hard up as they are and
searching for every avenue that will produce
revenue, have so far neglected to deal with
the gambling question. As Mr. Clydesdale
rightly said, no legislation that this or any
other Parliament could pass would ahso-
lutely prevent the people from indulging in
gambling.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Every Aus-
tralinn wishes to gamble a little,

IMTon. W. J. MANYX: Thatl heing o, we
should exercise some eontrol over it. If we
permit the present state of affairs to con-
tinue, T visualise a very sad position pre-
vailing before long. Who would argue for
a minnte that we should remove the re-
strictions on the liguor tralfic?  Members
will agree that, except under certain cireum-
stances, the liquor traffic is a menace, but,
properly controlled, it is quite a legritimate
business that ministers to the needs of =
large proportion of the population. If we
ean control the liquor traffie, surely we are
not so bankrupt of ideas as to be unable tn
formulate some method to control gambling!
T do not elaim to he prepared to submit any
eoncrete proposal, but the combined wisdom
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of Parliament should be capable of evolving
a system of control for gambling and en-
suring that that portion of it which is to be
permitted to continue returns some Tevenne
to the State. The lquor traflic returns eon-
siderable vevenue to the State. The good
people who are making vigorous complaints
against this Bill seemy to forget that the
amount of revenue reeeived from the lignor
traffic is, in the aggregate, much larger than
that yielded by any other form of industry
or business. I wish to repeal a statement
I have previously made in the House that I
consider the Government have heen remiss
in not aftempting to deal with the street bet-
ting evil. 1 have kept my eyes wide open
and in my estimation street hetting is one ot
the greatest curses of the country, It is not
only 2 street betting evil; it is becoming a
door-to-door evil. Speaking in the House
some time ago, T mentioned a dairyman who,
when doing his round on Saturday morning,
produced a race-card and asked Mrs, Brown
and Mrs, Jones what they wanted to pot a
couple of hob on that morning. Doubiless
he was conducting what was for him quite
a lucrative husiness. That sort of thing is
still going on in every town and hamlet in
the State.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Not up my way.
Hon. W. J. MAXN: Perhaps not in Ger-

aldton, where they are all good chureh-going,
God-fearing people. But it is so in other
places, including TFremantle, where the
people are probahly not quite so pious ani
good. Members know that on raee days in
any eity, town or hamlet in the State, sights
may be seen that are wholly degrading. Bovs
of school age may he seen going furtively
into back lanes and putting their pocket
money on horse races, Treguently with men.
I was told recently that of the nnmber ot
men operating in St. George's Terrace om
a recent Saturday, 75 per cent, of them pos-
sessed some knowledge of Fremantle. I do
not allude to that portion of it in which
Mr. Tvaser lives; T am rveferring to the
Government institution. )

Hon. G. Fraser: The institution on the
hill.

Hon. WW. J. MANN: Should that kind of
thing he allowed to continue? The registered
bookmaker. az a rule quite a fine type of
citizen, who desires to carry on his business,
pays to the governing body a fee to he per-
mitfed to bet, and on every hetting ticket he
pays slamp duty, T do not suppose there

[COUNCIL.]

are any meaus of computiag the amount of
money that passes through the hands of
starting price bookmukers each week, but
in one Tair-sized town not long ago a man
who was operating stariing price bookmak-
ing advised me that €1,200 had passed
through his hands that day, and a nuuber
of others were operaking in the same fown.
1f it is reasonable and right to tax and con-
trol the bookmaker on the racecourse, surely
it is reasonable and right to control
the otlier men! It is useless to tell me that
gambling is a vice that ought to be erushed
and that we ought to have nothing to do
with it. IF anyone ¢an show me how it may
be erusbed ox how, by a stroke of the pen,
gambling may be eifectively cut out, I should
be inclined to support him, but my opinion
is that until we change the psychology ol
the people, we shall not be able to rid our-
selves of gambling for a long time. Until
a lot of the good people who eomplain of
gambling get down to bedrock and endeav-
our to grapple with it, instead of nttering
mere platitudes, it is our business to control
the evil. Take the experience in our own
social civele: there is a mild form of gamb-
ling in many homes every day and every
evening. There is the game of bridge.

Hon. G. W, Miles: That is not gambling:
that is skill.

Hon., W_ T, MANN: T have heavd bridge
players rvoflert on their opponents in a man-
ner indieating that they played for anything
but skill.

Hon. 3. W. Miles: Skill more or less.

Ton. W. J. MANN: The element of gamb-
ling is there. Even the poor old Chinaman,
whose premises are raided, likes his little
gambling game now and again, For the
moment T forget the neme of it.

Hon. G, Fraser: Fan-tan.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The memher for Fre-
mantle knows it.

Hon. J. Cornell: People gamble on yo-yo,
too.
Hon. W. J. MANN: The hon, member

mav joke about those things, but there is
no e‘-.f.l])in"‘ the fact that the tendeney of
the people is as I have indieafed. T sup-
pose every member of this House has in-
dulged in some form of gambling at some
time or other. I have no objection to that;
it is part of the spice of life; hut when
gambling becomes n serious e\nl, it is time
fm Parliament to step in and econtrol it.

Clvdesdale quoted figures to show the
nmnunt of money coming into Western Ans-
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tralia from the Eastern States for the sev-
eral charity consultations that have heen
conducted. Let me give the hon. member a
ll_tt]e private information. Amongst my ae-
tivities, T am interested in a concermm that
has conducted a Golden Casket agency ever
since the Golden (asket was established, Al-
though I awm living in a small town and thére
are two other similar agencies in the same
town, the tnrnover would astonish anyhody.
Members arve aware that there have been
two consultations in the Commonwealth for
a number of vears—Tattersall's and Gol-
den Casket. Anyone who kpows anvthing
about the business will not deny that, gen-
erally speaking, the larger of the two con-
cerns is the Tattersall’s consultation. I
know nothing about that, but it is generally
understood that the turnover of agencies
handling the Tattersall's business would
he considerably more than that of the Col-
den Casket. The point T wish to make is
that only a week or two ago I took an op-
portunity fo pernse the book recording the
applications for tickets in the Golden Cas-
ket, and I found that the business had prac-
tically disappeared. T attribute that fo the
fact that people are now buying tickets in
the Western Australian consultation. T do
not for a moment contend that people are
not spending the same amount of money
as they spent previonsly, hut I consider they
have diverted it to the State consultations
rather than send it to Queensland or Tas-
mania. That is one of the reasons why I
feel disposed to support the Bill. There is
another pbase which T am sure members
will forgive me for mentioning and that is
the newspaper competitions, I feel fairly
confident that had it not been for the wide-
spread inferest in newspaper competitions,
we would have lieard very much less about
street gambling in the last few years, Any
man conducting n business is quite entitled
to do his best to make the business as sue-
cessful as possible. While T am somewhat
uneertain regarding the ultimate result of
the crossword puzzles and newspaper com-
petitions, T feel sure they are a very minor
concern as compared with the hig question
of gambling. I do not hold with the pre-
sent condition of affairs as regards news-
paper competitions,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do you approve of
them?

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes, provided they
are controlled. Newspapers have instituted
competitions and they have grown to pro-
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poriions beyond the wildest dreams of the
promoters. But the newspaper competitions
conducted in Western Australia are easily
the best nnd Fairest of their kind and return
the largest amount to the people who invest
in them. They are better than any similar
competitions that I know of in the Empire.
In the Mother Country there aye many news-
papers which eonduct competitions, but they
sef aside a certain amount for prizes. For
instance, the first prize may be £1,000 or
£2,500, hut no matter how much is re-
ceived in the competition, the amount in ex-
cess of the prize money is retained by the
newspaper proprietors.  Whatever is said
about the newspaper competitions in  this
State, it mnst he admitted that the proprie-
tors of the newspapers are playing the game.
Thev certatnly veap an inerensed turnover
as a resnlt of inerensed sales of their paper,
bt that inevease is not so great as many
people imagine. [t must be betue in mind
alse that the eompetitions are conducted at
na cost to the people whoe enter them, and
that the newspaper proprietors have volun-
tarily agreed to hand over portion of the
amount subseribed to charities. T think it
only fair that members shonld be acquainted
of these faets. It is nothing less than a sin
for the authorities to say—if they do not
say it in so many words, then they imply it
—*You ean carry on the competifions, but
vou must not draw them publicly; you can
deawn them in a roam or in the hackyard
or anywhere else you like, and we will take
no natice”” That is an objeetion T have had
for quite a long time {o the administration
of some of the laws of this State, CGovern-
ment after Government have heen equally
hlameahle, because they wink the eye at var-
ious Lorms of gambling. T consider such an
attitude is hypoeritical. Let us say to the
newspaper propriefors, “You can make ap-
plieation to a committee for permission to
conduct a competition; vou must condnet it
an certain lines and conduet it openly.”
Provision should be made wherehy the books
dealing with the competitions shall he open
to public investigation. I hope the Bill will
be fully debated. I deplore any aitempt to
defeat the Bill by gnillotine tactics, hecause
that would reflect upon the intelligence of
the House. We are here for husiness; let us
carry it on if we can.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Buburban) [5.50]: I support the
second reading of the Bill, hut at the same
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time I have an open mind with regard to it,
as I wish to hear the opinions of other
members. Personally, 1 have had a leaning
for many vears past towards some form of
control of gambling. As I said in the House
a little while ago, I am perhaps the member
who gambles least. A great deal of gamb-
ling is going on, and some of it is dowe by
people whe can afford it. There are others,
however, who cannot. T refer to the people
on sustenance or in receipt of relief who
contribute to erossword and money-word
competitions. Notwithstanding that these
people are stated to he in the last stages of
poverty, we find they are ahle to invest in
these ecompetitions.

Hon. @ TFraser: There is a reason for
that.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I am con-
vineed they do so with the objeet of hetter-
ing their conditions. They hope that for-
tune will favour them and that they will win
money to assist themselves and their Cami-
lies, because at present they are receiviny
hardly sufficient to enable them to live de-
centlv. Knowing that the gambling spirit
is inherent in the people of Australia, I
think it is better to control zambling rather
than let it rur riot.

. Hon. Sir Edward Witienoom: Hear,
hear!
Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: In any

case. the conditions have heen better during
the past 12 months than they were hefove,
when one was accosted at every street eorner
and renuested to buy lottery tickets for
some purpose or other. But people are
still gambling and still sending money ont
of the State. That. to my mind, is very silly
indeed. T think our best courze is tn contral
zambling.

Hon. ¢. Fraser: Betting is controlled to.
day.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Tt does nof
roncern me whether the proeeeds of eon-
trolled gnmbling are applied to eharitable
purposes or atre utilised in pnying interest
on our Inans, or for any other purpose.

Hon. G. Fraser: We conirel hetting to-
day.

Hon. J. M. MACTARLANE: Under the
prosent svstem, if one form of gambling is
stopped, some bright intelleet brings for-
ward another scheme and again the evil
fhrives,  Thore is no adeqnate eontrol of
sambling at present. The rommission which
il i= proposed to set up will review all these
eonditions andé will have power to grant

[COUNCIL ]

permission to conduct such form of lotiery
as the Commissioner of Police and lbe com-
mission approve of. That is as near as we
can get to control and T think it will lead
to good results. [ do not wish to go further
inte the matter at the moment. Although
T have not considered the Bill in detail, T
thought I would speak on the seccond read-
ing and say that if there is no better argn-
ment advanced against its being carvied than
has lbeen bronght forward, T will support
not only the seeond reading, but the Bill
throughout.

HON. R. G. MOORE (North-East)
[5.55]: I do not support the second reading
of the Bill, but T shall not resort to devious
means in order to defeat it. If T could let
off a charge that would kill the Bill stone
dead, T would do so. If T had not made nup
my mind to vote against the Bill prior to its
heing introduced into the Mouse, T woull
have heen ineclined to do so beeause of the
lamentable reason given by the Leader of
the House for its introduction. 1 have never
heard of such weakness on the part
of any Covernment. The Government
say they intend to make lawful some form
of gambling because at present they have
no effective control over it. That is
tantamount to saving they intend to legalise
a certain amount of gambling hecause they
will not put into operation the existing laws
te prevent it. There iz no douht that
if the Government desire to stop gam-
bling they ean do so; but the position is
that they simply wink at it. Now and then
a raid is made on certain gambling plaees
and fines are inflicted on the proprietors,
hut 20 minutes after the raid the gambling
proceeds in just the same way. The police
know it: the Government know it: and the
people know it. What assurance have we
that if the Bill is passed the Govermment will
take further steps to suppress gambling? We
know very well that the gambling spirit
prevails in Australia; but to make lotteries
lawful and 50 condone an evil in order that
gond mav result is wrong. T am sorry that
T have not had more tine to wn infn the
matter, but all we knew was that the Dill
was heing introdnced into the Hounze, Mnr.
Clvdesdale has said he will support the Bill
heeanse gambling was running rviot and if
we did not pass the Bill and make lawfnl o
few lotteries. a worse state of affairs would
result.
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Hon. Sir Edward Wiitenoom: He is quite
right,

Hon. R. G. MOORE : Mr. Clydesdale said,
“Goodness knows what will happen if we
do not legalise gambling.”

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: It is done in the
other States.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: The spivit
of gambling will persist.  One of the

arquments addueed in favour of the Bill
is that the end  justifies  the means.
Gambling s to he made lawful becanse

rood may  rvesult and charitable institu-
tions will he supported. But gambling

does not produce wealth. The winner merely
receives money that belonged to someone
else. If money is required for the relief
of the sick and the infirm, the Government
have power to raige it in 2 Fair and equitahle
way. They shonld not get it from people
who gamble. We recently passed an Act
under which practically everyhody in the
State has to pay 44%d. in the pound of his
income in order that money may be raised
to help the unemployed. 1 can assure mem-
bers one of the hardest things I ever did
in my life was to vofe in favour of that
measure, but I did so beeause I helieved the
Government were urgently in need of the
money. 1f more money is required, we should
get it in the sume way rather than by means
of legalising lotteries. TE there is not suffi-
cient legislation to deal with gambling, it
will not improve maftters to bring down a
Bill like this. MHad the Government earn-
estly desired to stop gambling, they could
have brought down speeial legislation to im-
pose just as many penalties as are imposed
in this partieular medsure. At all events,
they would have shown the people that they
meant what they said when they declared
there was too mueh gambling going on. Theyx
are now only finkering with the business,
It is merely an excuse to bring down this
Bill. Peonple could he prevented from
gambling openly as they are doing to-day.
The prineiple of legislating for cvil in order
that cood might come out of it is a poor
one, and I intend fo oppose the Bill.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[6.2]: Instead of condemning the Govern-
ment we should congratulate them for hav-
ing the courage to face the position. Since
1021-22 the Government have collected from
the totalisator tax, and hy way of taxation
on horse-racing, a total of £930,427,
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Hon. R. (. Moore: The Government are
still going to collect those tazesf

Hon. A. THOMSON: I hope s0. Appar-
ently the hon. member does not object to
that, Many small hodies in the community
are doing exceellent work, and bave received
substantial finaneial assistance from the art
vnion committee. The Bill wiil limit the
number of consultations to 15 in the vear,
If its defeat would cause a stamping out
df the gambling spirit, I might be inelined
to vote against it, but T hardly think that
wounld be the effect of such a course. For
many years moncy has been going out of
the State which should have heen kept in
it. This source of revenne should have been
tapped a long time ago,

Hon. J. Cornell: Will this Bill siop the
money from going out?

Hon. A. THOMSOXN : Members have pro-
tested that they were obliged to vote for
the 4Vbd. tax. That is a compulsory tax
which all must pay. In the case of this Bill,
the money that is collesfed and distribuated
to the organisations concerned will have been
gubseribed voluntarily. No one is compelled
to buy a lottery ticket. In Queensland, con-
siderable sums of money have heen handed
aver to hospitals and charities as a result
of the Golden Casket competition. Over
£1,000,000 has been handed 1o hospitals and
charities as the result of the New South
Wales lotteries, Those lotteries have meant
# loss to Tasmania of about half a million
in a yvenr. I have oceusionally hought sweep
tickets, but I was never compelled to do so.
It ts time these things were hrought under
control. 1 hope by the passing of the Bill
our citizens on every Friday will be able o
walk the streets without having bhoxes
jammed under their noses.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Bill will net stop
that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I hope it will
Funds will he provided for the various or-
manisations concerned, so that they will no
lunger have personally to seck for publin
support. T have great sympathy for ihe
ladies, hoth voung and old, who take up
these collections week after week to help
those institutions in which they are 0
keenly interested.

Hon. E. H. Harris: What clanse in the
Rill prohibits those eolleetions?

Hon. E. H. Gray: Tt will nat affect them
at all,
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Hon. A. THOMSON: The Bill provides
for the raising of funds for the relief of
former soldiers, sailors or nurses of His
Majesty’s sea or land forces vesident in the
State, for an instifution in the State for
the care of the llind, deaf or dumb, and
for any body whose activities are substanti-
ally State-wide, dispensing voluntary aid or
medical or nursing advice to expectant
mothers, nursing mothers and children
under the age of 16 years, :

Hon. E. H, Harris: Is the Silver Chain
covered?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Not specifieally.
The organisation of which Mr. Gray is State
president will evidently benefit as a result
of this Bill,

Hon, J. Cornell: What does the hon. mem-
ber think of the list of ofiences, of which
there are 25¢ In some cases the penalty is
five years’ imprisonment.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The penalties may
or many not he adequate. There is nothing
compulsory ahout these lotteries.

Hon. G. Fraser: Peaple are not eompelled
tn gamble to-day.

Hon. A, THOMSON: No, but they do.
The State is reaping a comparatively small
revenue from the gambling proclivities of
the public, but will fare better under this
Bill. T am not saving anything against
the newspapers which are conducting cross-
word corupetitions. I notice in a leaderette
in one of the newspapers that thai paper
will he only too pleased, if the Bill is passed,
to resume its ordinary funetions as a news-
paper. I support the second reading.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [6.107: 1
oppose the second reading. T hope {o con-
vince those members whe have made np their
minds this is a good Bill, that it is not so
good, and that a measure which has such far-
reaching effects requires more consideration
at our hands than we are able to give it.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It was so good that

another place would not give it a life of
more than one vear.
Hon. J. CORNELL: Disgunise it though

we may, this Bill is to legalise something
that is illegal. It is also designed to give
a State monopoly to some body. Mr. Clydes-
dale said that people to.day were running
riot in the matter of gamhling., and that
lhere was no definite menns availahle fo pre-
vent if.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, A M. Clydesdale: 1 said that gamb-
ling was unrestricted,

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon, memher
kuows a bit ubout heiting.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: I know nothing
about it.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
has given valuable assistunce in an endenv-
our to prevent it

Hon., A. M. Clydesdale: And that is not
right.

Hon. J. CORNEILL: So it i3 romonyved,

Hon, A. M. Clydesdale: But theve is no
truth in the rumour.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I know that rumours
are nol always correet.

HHon. A. M. Clydesdale: They are ineor-
rect in this case,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Notwithstanding the
law, the restrictions and the efforts of the
police and the proprietary and non-propri-
etary clubs, street betting is one of the most
successful businesses the Government are
conducting to-day, so far as revenue is con-
cerned. Every Monday a batch of street or
shop bettors is charged before the Police
Court and produces certain revenne for
the Treasury. That is a complete answer
to Mr. Clydesdale's argument. It is claimed
by the sponsors of the Bill that the existing
law is not sufficient to enable the Govern-
ment to cope with the situaiion The Bill
amends more laws than any other we have
had hefore us, I there iz no achinery to
deal with lotteries, why is the term “lot-
tery” given the same meaning as that which
is deseribed in Section 212 of the Criminal
Code, 19137 .

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Before tea I was
dealing with the asseriions of supporters of
the Bill that the measure is necessary to
control or alternatively to suppress lotteries.
Tt is said the existing law is not sufficient
for the suppression of lotteries. But the de-
finition of “lottery” in the Bill is according
to the same definition in the Criminal Code.
So for the purpose of dealing with some-
thing that can already bhe dealt with under
the Criminal Code, a similar definition finds
a place in the Bill. Then there is an ex-
tension of the definition of lottery, and this
is the bivdlime with which it iz hoped to
cateh the little Dbirds known as crossword
puzzles.  That Aefinition is offered as an
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excuse for passing the Bill. 1t reads as fol-
lows—

‘“‘Lottery'' has the same meaning as the
term “‘lottery”’ in Seetion 212 of the Criminal
Code, 1913, and, further, includes any dis-
position of property under any scheme or
competition which the public or any specificd
section of the public may be or is invited to
enter, the nature or vonduct of which (though
skill on the part of the emtrants or competi-
tors 1s required) is such as in the circum-
stances of the vase to preclude the fair von-
sideration of the answers of the entrants or
competitors.

1t is elaimed that one of the purposes of
the Bill is to suppress erossword puzsles,
and on the definition 1 have read hangs
the suppression of those competitions. T
should like to hear the opinion of Mr, Drew
on that definition. 1 venture to say there
is a hetter chanee of eatehing the crossword
people under the Criminal Code. But if it
is intended to suppress crossword puzzles,
I want to know why the necessity for in-
cluding them in the Bill? Why should the
commission he hothered with the suppression
of crossword puzzles? Why should those
competitions not bhe left out of the Bill and
treated under the Criminal Code, the same
as street lefting? This is one of the sav-
ouries imported into the Bill to indnee some
persons to supporf the Bill on the ground
that it will suppress erossword puzzles.

The Chief Secretary: It is not correct io
say the definition is camouflaged in order
to induce members to support the Bill,

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is camonflaged,
and it has been given ont thag the Bill, if
passed, will suppress crossword puzzles. Tf
the Bill becomes law, is it the intention of
the CGovernment to stop ervossword puz-
zles?

Hon. . H. Harris: His Honour the Chief
Justice has deseribed them as lotteries.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If the Government
are going to suppress crossword puzzles,
it is under the words of the definition that
they will be suppressed. It would be bet-
ter to leave out crossword puzzies from
the Bill and, if they must be suppressed,
let them be suppressed under the Criminal
Code. Fven if, under this definition of
lotteries it was possible to enforce this
measure against crossword  puzzles, it
wonld be only 24 hours before those re-
sponsible for the competitions found a
way out. To-day a blind man could al-
most work out the puszles, and if there is
more than one suceessful competitor the
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coupons are drawn from a heap to deter-
mine the winners. Suppose a newspaper
went on running these competitions and
made them even more zimple than they
are now, eliminated the incorrect solutions
and printed on the coupons an intimation
that in the event of more than one com-
petitor being suecessful, they would be
asked to decide by lot who should have
the prize moncy. If the competitors con-
sented to that, and if the definition in the
Bill were held to inelude those puzzles,
the competifors as well as the promoters
would he brought in as equally culpable in
breaking the law. As T have said, if
crossword puzzles are to he suppressed,
the existing law is sufficient for the pur-
pose. The Lord Mayor of Perth will tell
the House there is in the Municipal Cor-
porations Aect sufficient fo stop the army
of men selling erossword coupons in the
streets to-day. One of the chief reasoms
why no attempt has heen made to enforee
the existing law against erossword puzzles
is that we are very close to a general elec-
tion for the Assembly, and no one dnres
to be a Daniel. The Labour Government
are deserving of credit for that, notwith-
standing an approaching election, they did
stop tipping competitions. If those eould
he stopped, certainly the Government to-
day could stop crossword puzzles. The
stopping of the tipping competitions had
a very salutary effect on the fortunes of
Labour eandidates at the last elections, A
working man said to me, **Wg cannot in-
dulge in a shilling competition on a Satur-
day, but other pcople can go out to Bel-
mont and Goeodwood and Perth and Can-
ning racecourses in high-powered motor
ears, and bet with impunity. So we amongst
purselves want a smali tipping compefi-
tion.”” T certainly know that as a result
of thal action on the part of the Labour
Government some of the electors did Te-
verse the votes they had previcusly given.
Without this Bill at all the present Gov-
ernment could stop crossword puzzles if
they desired to do s0. The element of pov-
erty enters into most forms of gambling,
which are engaged in in the hope of mak-
ing a hit of a rise. I myself have been
in that position and I can speak feelingly
for those in it to-day, who in consequence of
poverty indulge in a mild form of gambling
in the hope that there will he some reward.
Ta the house next door to mine the other
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day £10 came and no £10 was more welcome
than that. If we pass the Bill and we legal-
ise lotteries it is proposed to conduct 15.
One ticket in a sweep is equal to five tickets
in a crossword puzzle and people will pat-
ronise the sweeps for the same reason that
they patronise erossword eompetitions to-
day. The charities that the consultations
will help are only a secondary consideration,
or T should say a twentieth consideration to
the people who supply the bulk of the
money. I agree with the T.eader of the Op-
position that as we zet older we either give
up gambling or we are past redemption.
The Rill puts a premium on gamhling, It
proposes to regulate a certain form of it.
Gambling has gone on sinee time immemorial
and, again like the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, I am averse to making gambling n
vested interest. That is what the Bill does.
We are going to set up lawful machinery
whiere to-day that machinery is unlawfunl.
My opinion is that there is no need fur the
Rill.  According to Mr. Clvdesdale, in spite
of the law, unlawful action has pioneered
the Bill. A hnard was set up some fime ago
and it has fanetioned to the extent of eon-
ducting consultations instead of in the past
their heing mn indiseriminately. Why can-
n.t that continue? Ts there anybody who
ohjocts to thines as they are to-dav? The
onlv ubiection is with regard to crossword
puzzles and T have already indieated thaf 1
simple amendment of the Criminal Code
wouli get over the diffieulty. We have re-
cenfly had two Bills hefore the House in
which the deliberative and casting vote of
the Chairman played a part. At my insti-
cation this Heuse took away the double-
harrelled vote in the Road Districts Act
Amendment Bill.  1n the Bill before us it
ir proucsed that there shall be a commission
of. fostr and the ehairman shall have a de-
liherative and a ecasting vote. Under the
procedure laid down hy this Touse in the
Miik Bill and the Read Distriets Bill the
double voting power given to the chairman
was ricpe away with. Why shounld the chair-
man of the Lotteries Board have two votes
when in other Bills to whieh T have referreld
we denied the chairman that richt? Tt is
proposed that the members of the Commis-
sion shall be paid 214 per cent. of the gross
proceeds up to a minimum of £1,000 in any
one vear. That works out that each mem-
ber of the hoard may draw £250 per annum
for his services. Tf we are going to have
State lotteries. why not do awav with the
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proposed commission; why not econduct
them with one man in control and pay him,
if necessary, £1,000 o year?

Hon. E. H. Gray: Is there not safety in
numbers ¢

Hen, J. CORNELL: Not always. There
is also another provision that no person
shall suffer disqualification under Section 32
of the Constitution Aect by reason of his be-
ing a member of the Commission. What is
that for, unless it is that there shall be no
question about a member of Parliament he-
ing a member of the Commission?

Hon. J. M. Drew: The Minister told us
that that provision was struek out.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is in the Bill.
Bills are supposed fo come to this place
certified as being correct. I know that the
President of the Chamber would not allow a
Bill ta go to another place nnless it was
cortified by the Chairman of Committees as
heing correct.

‘Hon. E. FI. H. Hail: Has this Bill been
certified hy another place as being correet?

The PRESIDENT: Tt came to us from
the Legislative Assembly and the assump-
tion is that it has heen certified to hv the
Chairman of Committees there as being cor-
reoet, )

The Chief Seeretarv: The clause referrel
to has not heen struck out.

Hon. .J. CORNELL: My experience is
that there are very few, if any mistakes in
Bills that come from another place. The
proviso in question can onlv he there for
one pnrpese, that is to get over Section 32
of the Constitution which precludes anv
member of Parlinment aceepting monetary
eonsideration from the Crown. Members of
Parliament will be able to oceupy seats on
this commission.

Hon. E. H. Gray:
eommission.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Tt might give tone
to it, but T ohject to the Constitution heing
amended hecause of some special considera.
tion such as this. Again T do not agrec with
the proviso to Subclanse 4 which declares
that preference of employment should he
given to returned sailors, soldiers and
nurses. For 15 years, with one exception,
T have been a memher of the West Aus-
tralian braneh of the Returned Soldiers
League Executive, and several Governments
have agreed. all things being considered, that
preference shall he given to returned sailors
and soldiers. If the working agreement
that has cxisted with (Governments since the

That will improve the
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war and preference to returned sailors, sol-
fllel'ﬁ,- and nurses were general, L would be
i favour of the proviso to Cluuse 4, but
I shall not favour the inclusion of 1he pre-
ference clanse without qualification in this
onhe mensure, seeing that the system of pre-
ference is with qualifications in other direc-
tions. 1 will repeat staiements L have made
al H.5.L. conferences and executive meei-
inga witen | say that there are those in our
midst to-day who, in the words of our hibli-
el authority, Mr. Holmes, “know not
Joacph,” seeing that they were mere children
when war was declared in 1914, It is high
time that that phase was considered. While
I s prepared to advocate preference to
returned men as aguainst the individual whe
would not go to the war, I am willing to
relax a great deal in favour of the young
fellow who was six or seven years of age
when peace was declared. 1f old soldiers
do not adopt that line of reasoning, they
will find, in their declining years, a large
army of young fellows will be up against
them, and rightly so. They should receive
consideration and I am opposed to the pro-
viso. T am prepared to stand or fall by the
established policy of preferenca rather than
seec any sueh provision ineluded in the Bill.
The Bill provides that the commission may
conduct 15 lotteries durlag the year.

Ton, J. M. Macfarlane: And they have
one vear to go.

1{on. J. CORNELL: In a sense, the mem-
bers of the commission will act in an ad-
visory capacity to the Minister, who may
veio their recommendations, Before mak-
ing any recommendution to the Minister, the
commission must vefer applications to the
Commissioner of Police and be guided by
him.

Hon. ¥. H. Gray: That is advisable.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Bill also pro-
vides that the contenls of the reports sub-
mitted as to the unsuitability of persons who
may apply for permission to conduet lot-
{eries are to be ahsolutely privileged from
production in any court of law :mfl ne per-
son whose official duties permit him to see
the eontents of reports is to be allowed to
divulge information te any other individual.
That is preity strong. It represents one .ot'
{he reazons why ] am opposed to the Bill.
which embodies penal provisions that are
not to my liking. Clanses 13 and 14 pro-
vide extremely wide powers that ean be
(\xg_\r(-i_-.(‘f-‘ hl\' ﬂle po]ice.

Hon. k., H. Gray:
sary?

Hon, J. CORNELL: It has been sug-
gested that because we passed the Metropo-
litau Whole Milk Bill, we should agree to
the Lotteries Centrol Bill. During my 20
years in Parlinment, [ have seen many Bills
hut the one hefore ns now is 100 per eent.
abead of any others 1 have perused. The
Gold Stealing Aet was a eirecumstance eom-
pared with this Bill.

Hon. W. .J. Mann: Parliament did not
make much of a job of that legislation.

Hon, J. CORNELL: A mess hos been
made of o lot of good fellows under that

Act.

Hon. Sir Edwarnl Wittenoomn: The nere
faet that you do not undersiand it, does
not say the Bill is a had one.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I can understand the
hon, member's attitude. When men get old
they get sterner. Punishment about whieh
they would think twice when they were 35
years of age, they would not give a mo-
ment’s consideration to when double that
age. Probably Sir Edward's view is that
what & man gets is the least he ought to have
zot. Clause 16 embodies an array of 15
offences and the penalties provide imprison-
ment with hard labour from five years or
a fine of £500 down to a fine of £10, I
shall not be a paety to agreeing to a Bill
that contains sueh penalty clauses, without
a more strict inquiry, T do not know that
the Government will be more suceessful in
prohibiting offences under the mensure if a
man is sentenced to five vears’ imprisonment,
than they are in their present endenvours
to suppress street betting. There are of-
Eences mentioned that might reselt in a man

Are they not neces-

of the highest integrity unwittingly
doing something that would result in
his  ineurring liabilitv  to o fine of
£50. T hope memhers will not pass

the Bill lightly, particularly in view of the
offences outlined, and that they will wive
that plase seribus consideration. Another
featiire of the Bill is the provision for the
suppression of fareign lotteries. When I
arrivedd in the United States of Ameriea,
I discovered that an Australian was an alien.
Now the Bill discloses that Australians in
New South Wales, Queenslanil or any of the
other Statex are foreigners. It is proposed
to endeavour to stop the sale here of lottery
tickets in consultations eondueted in  the
Fastern States.
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Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: There is nothing
to prevent a person from buying a ticket,
but the prohibition is on advertising. That
applies in the Eastern States, That pro-
vision is copied from them.

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1 predict that that
provision will he just as effective as the
postal embargo against Tattersalls. My
Ciydesdale told us that we will get some-
thing like £3,000 from the Eastern States.
If we are to make the .sale of their tickets
illegal in Western Anstralia, I presume that
£3,000 will come from other States where
they have done without lotteries so far.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: And from States
where lotteries are condueted as well.

[fon. J. CORNELL: Chlise 12 provides
indemnity for those who are authorised to
conduet Jotteries from incurring Hability to
prasesution under the provigions of the Cri-
wminal Code or the Police Aet. Those who
are opposed to the Bill should, T suggest,
take the necessary action to get the Govern-
ment to enforee the provisions of the mea-
sures against those participating in such
undertakings, should the Bill not be passed.
Then I elaim that Clause 21 should really
appear at the commencement of the Bill and
not at the conelusion, beecanse it shows the
total weakness of the Bill and the ease for
the Bill. If the Honse sees fit to take the
Bili into Committce, I hope Clause 21.
limiting the duration of the measure to 12
months, will be deleted. TE members after
hearing the arguments extending over
months in another place and outside Parlia-
ment aceept Clanze 21, they will be stultify-
ing themselves. Tf the measure is justified,
it is justified without any limitation as te
duration. Is this an experiment, like the
Metropolitan Whele Milk Bill? Why are
such provisions inserted in measures? Be-
cause of some temporary happening or ex-
pedieney. If members carry their memories
back, they will recall that duration elauses
originated during the war years, and now
they are being continued in all sorts of legis-
lation. If a ease ean be made out for the
Bill, it should be dene without ineluding
Clause 21. What sane administration would
endeavour to put the provisions of the mea-
sure into operation if this sword of Damocles
were hanging over their heads? Tn 12 months’
time it is possible that the fruits of their
work and energy would came to nought, and
confusion then would be worse confounded.
If anv vole of mine ean aszsist to prevent n

[COUNCIL.]

revival of the argunent every 12 months,
imembers wil] be weleome to it. 1 will oppose
the second reading, and I hope the Bill will
be defeated then or in committee,

Houn. €. B. Williamis: You represent one
of the best gambling places in the world.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes; for the miner
it is a gamble almost from the cradle to the
grave. Al life is a gamble, but the life of
the miner iz the most hazardous of all. L
quite expeet that the mining community will
he able to get along sufficiently well with-
ont the Bill,

Fon, C. B, Williams: Anyhow, they wonld
respect your views.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If the Bill be passed
as a permanent measure, I shall thereafter
withhold my opposition, as any opponent
onght to do, and anything T can then do to
make the measure effeetive will be done.

Hon. G. FRASER: [ move
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [8.21]: L
protest against the action of members in re-
fuzing time to dizeuss the measure.

Hon. ', B. Willlams: We want to go
home,

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member is
quite entitled to do so, but that is no reason
why we should not be given sufficient time
in which to peruse the mensure to aseertain
the nature of its contents and to determine
whether it be unccessary to suhmit amend-
menis.

Hon, C. B, Williams: That is utter non-

sensc. You have had two months to consider
it,
Hon. G. FRASER: The measnre wuas

passed by another place only in the earvly
hours of this morning, and I fail to see that
we have had two months in which to con-
sider it

Hon. C. B. Williams: You are talking non-
sense.

Hon, G. FRASER : The hon. memher is a
very poor judge of sense or nonsense.

Hon. C. B. Williams interjected.

The PRESIDENT : Order! I ask the hon.
memher to allow Mr. Fraser ta proceed.

Hon, G. FRASER: T am surprised af the
attitude of several members now as com-
pared with former vears. When measures
of vital eoncern were received on former ae-
casions, time to consider them was insisted
npon,  There has net heen time fo
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examine this Bill, I have been endeavour-
ing to do 50 during the course of the debate,
but I bhave not completed my examination.
We should not he expecied to speak or vote
on a Bill hefore we have had time fo ex-
amine it thoroughly.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You have had two
inonths.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon, G. FRASER : 8o far as I have been
able to examine the Bill, I am ftotally op-
posed to if.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Be fruthlul always!
That is the main thing.

Hon, G. FRASER: 1f the hen. wember
is in the habit of heing otherwise than truth-
ful, I am not.

Hon, C. B. Williams interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! 1f any mem-
bor cannot allow another member who is
addreszing the Chair to proceed wilthout
interrupting, I must ask him to refire. M.
Fraser should be allowed tc proceed with

bis address withent unnecessary interrup-
tions.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Provided he tells
the truth.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon. G. FRASER : T can aftovd to ignore
that remark. Like one or two other mem-
bers who have spoken, T am satisfied that
the Bill will not achieve its ohject, and I
am not anxious that it should. Aany at-
tempts made to control various other forms
of gambling have proved ineffective, and 1
feel that thiz measure will prove equally in-
effective.  We are led to helieve that the
laws of the country are sufficient to control
the betting evil, but in the Press every Mon-
day or Tuesday we rvead the reporis of prose-
cutions for betting other than on raceconrses
during the week-end. If the same method of
control is achieved for lotteries, a zimilar
state of affairs will exist, and proseeuntions
will have to be launched against people con-
ducting lotteries.  When we consider the
powers proposed to he conferred upon the
commission, we ean appreciate the numher
of deserving organisations that to-day are
financed hy lotteries, and the number thai
will be prepared to conduct lotteries in spife
of the measure. It is wrong to give power
to three men to determine who shall and who
shall not conduct lotteries.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Make it five ov 20
men.

Hon. G. FRASER: That would not mat-
ter.
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Hon. E. H. H. Hall:
amended in Committee.

Hon. €. B. Wilhams: Why worry zbout
the number?

Hon. G. FRASER: Three men should not
have the right to determine whether an in-
dividual or organisation shall he permitted
to conduct a lottery. T am opposed to that
provision, 1t is most likely that the com-
misston will grant permission for the con-
duct of lotteries for the objects specified in
the Bill. In the sporting world particu-
larly

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yon know nothing
abhout the sporting world.

Hon. G FRASER: There are sporting
bodics that are iainly financed by the con-
ducting of sl lotteries, and it is difficult
tv imagine how they will be able to finance
themselves without.  Certain hodies will re-
ceive 1noney raised from the lotteries eon-
dueted by the commission. Outside the lot-
teries conducted by the commission, I assume
lirat very few permits will be granted.

Hou. €. B. Williams: That is how it
shonld be.

Hon. G. FRASBER : 1 shall be glad to hear
the hon. member state his reasens for sup-
perting the Bill. The measure appears to
be contradictory in one respect. Clause 7
of the Bill provides that subjeet to the pro-
visions of Section 8 the Minister may, in
his absolute discretion, approve or rejeet
any application to eonduct a lottery. It also
provides that the Minister may, subject to
the provisions of the Act, grant a permit to
conduct a Jottery on such conditions as he
may think fit to impose in order to guard
against frand and to sceure complianee with
the Act and regulations. Later on, however,
we find the Minister is not the person who
ig to have the final say. The Minister ean
only pevmmit a lottery to bhe ran if the
commission approves of it. T think the
actnal words are “recommended by the eom-
mission.” T take it that means the hoard.
The Minister ought to have the final say,
and not the board.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You must be worry-
ing ahout something down at Fremantle that
vou will not get under the Bill.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am not worrving
about that at all. T am voicing my objec-
tions to the Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You are not honest.

The PRESIDERNT: Order!

That could he
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Hon. G, FRASER: [f the interjection
had been made by any other member, I
would have asked thai it be withdrawn, but
in this ease L will not take any notice of it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It is frue.

The PRESIDENT: I did not hear the
remark.

Hon. G. FRASER: A great deal has been
said duriug the course of the debate upon
the yuestion whether newspapers  shall
be allowed to continue the competitions they
are conducting to-day. At the risk of shock-
ing most hon. members, 1 say 1 have no
objection to those competitions as they are
run to-dav, While 1 realise some tightening
up is required, I would point out. ‘_thnt,
through the conduct of these competitions,
money is to-day being contributed to chari-
ties which otherwise they would not receive.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Do you ohjeet to

eross-word puzzles?

" Hon. G. FRASER: If the hon. member
had lisiened he would have heard me say
that 1 had no objection to newspaper compe-
titions. Many people to-day are objecting
tn those eompetitions because thgy say ﬂll_lt
people who arve down and out invest their
4l or Gd. in them, _

Hon. C. B. Williams: There is nothing
wrong in that.

Hon. G. FRASER: Quite so, but many
people to-day object to poor peop_le
taking advantage of an opportunity to wn
a pri?:e that might perhaps lift them out of
the distress they are in. 1 have known of
cases where such people have won small
prizes that have been of great henefit to
them.

Hou. (i. W. Miles: Are vou putting that
up as an argument?

Hon. €. B. Williams: He does not know
where he is.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
should be stopped.

Hon. . FRASER: That is the hon. mem-
ber's opinion, My apinion 15 exactly the
opposite. ]

Hon. G. W. Miles: 1t is not much use
keeping them going.

Hon. (i, FRASER: The hon.
would object to a person investing

Hon. G. W. Miles: And children, too.

Flon. G. FRASER: The lon. member
vhjects to persons investing in these com-
petitions, but he has no ebjection to persons
frequenting raceronrses and gambling there.

The competitions

menbey

Hon. G, W. Miles: What right have you
to olject to the Bill?

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 am not objecting to
people gambling on racecourses; bhut 1 do
ubject to gmmbling whieh is unlawful in the
true sense of the termi. The hou. member is
prepared to allow that to proceed without
protesi, vet he will take aetion whieh will
prevent o poor perzon investing 3d. or 6d.
in some newspaper competition. 1 have not
heard the hon. member chjecting to the
gambling that goes on in Tattersall's Club.

Hon. G, W. Miles: You don’t know any-
thing about that.

Hon. G, FRASER: That is entirely against
the law. 1 have no objection to gambling,
either on the racecourse or in Tattersall’s
Club.

Hon. €. B. Williams: But vou intend to
vote agninst the Bill.

Hon. (+, FRASKR- Yes, beeause it is
going to stop——

The PRESINENT: Order! 1f the hon.
member whe is continually interjecting dees
not stop, 1 shail be obliged to take a ecourse
that 1 would very mueh regret to take,

Hon, C. K. Williuns: T apologize.

Hon, 8ir Edward Wittenoom: How do
you know gamhling takes place in Tatter-
sall’s Club?

Hon. G, FRASER : One would have to he
rather siinple not o know that,

Mon. Sir Edward Wittencom: Have vou
ever heen in the elub?

Hon. G. FRASER: Perhaps | had better
nol remark on that.

Hon, G. W, Miles: We shall be here after
Christmas if this continues.

Hon. G, FRASER: I am net particular
whether we finish belore or after Chrisimas.
Exeeption has been taken to certain aetion
of mine earlier in the day. That action was
quite legitimate and in aceordance with the
Standing Orders. | bave no say as to
whether we shall eome buck after Christmas
or not.  That iz & matter that rests entirely
with the Gevernment.  Persomally 1 o not
mind il we finish this week or the week
;}ftel'.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That is quite evident.

Hon. (-, FRASFR: 1 am prepared to sit
on until the 3lst Janvary and disenss any-
thing that may be brought forward: but I
do objeet to the Government hringing down
a measure of this deseription during the
closing howrs of the seszion, and without
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members baving hal an opportunity of
perusing it.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom:
get worse Bills than this.

Hon. G. FRASER : 1 was discussing news-
paper competitions. One of the arguments
used i favour of the Bill was that the Gov-
crnment wished to control gambling, so that
deserving institutions might be assisted. 1f
the Government had gone into figures and
astertained the amounts paid te various
charities out of the proceeds of the news-
paper competitions, they would know thaf
about £400 1 weck was heing paid to various
charitable institutions from that source.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Is that not very
good?

Hon. G FRASER: Yes.
ficd with it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: T should think so.

Hou. G. FRASER : 1 consider that £400 a
week will compare very favourably with any
amount that mav be raised under this mea-
sure. It has been zaid that the State is not
receiving any benefit from the newspaper
eompetitions, but [ helieve that ahout £100
per week is being paid in stamp duty to the
Treasury as a rvesalt of these rompefitions.
That shonld be a suilicient answer to the
statement that charities are not benefiting
from these compelitions and that the State
is not deriving revenue from them. I trust
that when we reach the Committee stage the
Minister will net try to rush the measure
through.  Members have not had an oppor-
tunity of examining the Bill, and if it should
he passed | want it to be as nearly perfect
as possible. L am prepared fo abide by the
result if I am deleated: but if I am, | want
a measure put on the statoie-hook that will
he a eredit to the State and not something
that will have (o be amended within a very
short space of time. Tn conclusion, I again
express my opposition to the measure.
hope it will be defeated at this stage.

You will

L awm qnite satis-

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South)
[8.38]: 1 had no intention of addressing
the Flouse on the second reading of the
Bill, but the previous speaker, who is a
member of the party of which T have been
a life-long member, has astounded me. He
represents n province somewhat shuilar to
those which you, Sir. and T represent, and
our constituents are, after all, 99 per cent.
sports.
the Bill?

What is behind the objection to-
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The PRESLDENT: 1 trust the hon.
member is not imputing motives to any
other hon. member,

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: 1 would not
dream of imputing motives to the last
spenker. He is quite honest, and is a very
nice young fellow; but he does not under-
stand his subject. 1 do not know anybody
that T like better, but still, he is young,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: He ean.
not help that,

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: He eaunot help
that any more than I can help being a little
vounger than Sir Fdward Wittenoom. 1
have not read the Bill to-night, hut 1 read
it months ago, and any member whe com-
plaing that he is not acquainted with its
provisions onght to resign. Since 1 have
been a member of the Chamber, I have
hecome conservative. I am just ag jealous
as any other member of the rights of the
Chamber; and T say we should not Dhe
rushed with legislation in the dying hounrs
of the session, The only fault T have to
find with the Bill is that it will have the
effect of elosing down newspaper compe-
titions. The newspaper compefitions have
contributed considerably to the revenue of
the State by way of stamp duty paid in
connection with cross-word puzzies. I put
in a coupon myself when I have 3d. to
spare. The only paper whieh has not in-
duiged in fthese competitions is the “West
Australian.”

Hon. J. Cornell: Or the ‘*War Cry.’”

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Those people
got a penny whenever they ean. I am
speaking of respectable newspapers. The
““West Australian”’ has not reduced the
price of its paper. Probably it gets the
advertisements when the prize list is an-
nonneed. The newspapers have onlv hor-
rowed something they found was in vorue
in England, and have done their best to
popularise their own publications, All
eredit is due to the “Mirror” and the
“*Sunday Times.”’ T am not worried if
they have increased their eirenlation 1,000
per scent. They still put the boot into
everyone, but they have supplied a want
of the people, otherwise the competitions
conld not he a soccess. One member in
another place who owns the “‘Sunday
Timez'' ix on the way to prosperity, he-
canse he has something to sell which is
popular, We are elected to Parliament to
represent the views of the people. They
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say they desire to speculate in crossword
puzzles. The Minister for Railways las
decided to make a business of this, and
there I fall foul of him. I see no reason
why crossword puzzles should he stopped.
The Minister has been so long in ollice
that he is used to being instructed by pub-
lic servants. He is too busy to mix with
the world. Why should he stop these com-
petitions? Half crown sweeps are being
conducted by the Art Union Committee,
and the first prize is £1,000. What a won-
derful thing for any workman who eould
draw such a prize for 2s. 6d.' The Labour
movement has no chance of financing its
candidates unless it condueis sweeps. I
hate hypoerisy. I know I have no oppor-
tunity to fght my next cleetion unless the
party I represent is able to find funds
from somewhere.

Hon. (. Fraser: You will not get any
funds if you support this Bill

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not want
anything from. you; yon are a hypoerite.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am not respon-
sible for the hon. member’s interjection.

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the hon.
member to withdraw that remark.

Hon, C. B, WILLIAMS: | withdraw it.
T know Mr. Fraser too well.

The PRESTDENT: The hon,
must unreservedly withdraw the remark.

""" Of course T
withdraw it unreservedly. 1§ our parlty 1is
going to defeat the hon. member on my
lef't, we nust get in some eash. We do get
it in by subscriplions to sweeps.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do not give the show
away.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I hate cant.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Then sit
down.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
not in order in asking anotlier member who
is addressing the Chaiv to sit down.

Hon. C. B. WILLYAMS: T want honesty
of purpose from every member, We want
these sweeps because there are 16,000 of our
men out of employment.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Under this Bill
vou will not be able to conduct your sweeps.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Now the hon.
member is putting the show away. A La-
bour Government will undoubtedly be Te-
turned to power. A Siate-wide sweep would

member
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suit e better. I am not pious. Lei us have
what we can get. Changes do occur in this
House. Men have coe and gone, and their
places bave been taken by others, Some
day memblrs will vote for a State-wide lot-
tery. The Minister tor Railways does not
like being beaten. He knew he had some
new supporters in the Counecil and decided
to bring down the Bill. 1le is to be com-
plimented. I cousider 1 s as good n mem-
her of the lLabour Party as is the Leader
oll the Opposition or Mr. Fraser. What
chanée has the working mau of buying the
necessilies of life out of his wages? 1f he
is willing to invest say 30s. o year in these
chances, he is entitled fo do so. For my
part I would give all these competitions a
go. The amount of money that is available
at the time i5 all that can be raizsed, The
newspapers are supplying a great want.
They are bringing revenue to the Treasury
and are lelping deserving causes, It is a
business, after all. Whal does it matter
what the newspapers make out of it? I
think the “Mirror” pionesred these competi-
tions because they knew there was mouney in
thermn. Some poor people are also getting a
little ay well.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoow : Have you
ever heard of a spell-o?

Tlon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes, I want to
Justify my support of the Bill. A personal
friend of mine is bitterly opposing it, There
is sometling wrong when two people, who
drink out of lhe same tap, cannot agree.

Hon, Sir Edwanrd Wittenoom: 1 amn sup-
porting vour Bill,

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber is a sport. e would suppart anvthinge
to help democracy, although lLe is Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom. It hurts e to think that
a young man who has not seen life should
be opposed to the wishes of the people. The
public servunts of 1lis Stale are the most
stupid men I know, secing that they have !n
leok to the newspapers to show them how to
get in money. The Labour Party of
Queensland established the Golden Casket
sweeps. They were u great success. The
Moore party, when in opposition, de-
clared they would eut them out, but when
they were returned to power thev found
the people required that form of gambling.
The people were quite prepared to invest
their money in the Golden Casket sweep.

‘The result was that in three vears’ time the

Moore (Government were defeated. Now let
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us come 1o the most dreadful man in Aus-
tralia, Mr. Lang. 1’och’! one can almost
sinell his breath from New South Wales to
here. Lui Mr. Lang preached to the people
of Australia what they should do. Members
of my party would go to Crawley Baths
and dip themnselves in the cold water rather
than utter his name. Lang is a most awful
mun.  Notwithstanding all the dirt and
slime that has been slung at him, that man
originated n Stote sweep in New South
Wales than which there is none hetter in
the world. 2y, Stevens said that when he
wvot into power he would do away with the
sweep; bhut Mr. Stevens is no fool, and so
although he has been in power for some
time he has not interfered with the Lang
sweep. There is no need for me to lahour
the question, because the longer one speaks
the sillier he gets, but that awful man Lang,
worse than any Bolshevik, introduced that
Stale sweep, and the Stevens Government
have continued it. Why? Because they
know the people of Australia will gawmble.
It is sheer hypocerisy to deny that gambling
is rampant in this State, We all know that.
T have a fifty to one donble myself, I am
sorry I did not bring the ticket with me to
show the House. We want gambling, be-
cause 80 per cent. of our people live hy
gambling.  Theilr  very  lives  are &
gamble. A man goes down a deep mine,
and it is a gamble if he ever comes hack
again, A man is working a machine in a
mine, and it is a gamble if he does not hore
into a block of fractewr. Tn 18 months’
time 1 have to go up for clection. Is not
that a gamble? If a member of Parliament
were true to the people who put him lnte
the House, he would he honest with them.
But people will not waste time with poli-
ticians: T wonld not waste time with politici-
ans were it not that T happen to he one at
the moment, The man who invests in the
share list is a gambler, so why should we
not help indigent people to invest their six-
pences in a crossword puzzle competition in
the hope of getting a return? If they had
1,000 shares in the Lake View or in Wiluna,
they wonld not bother about crossword
puzzles or sweeps. T =ay that members op-
posing the Bill are hypoerites, just low-
down hypocrites. T have here a half-dollar
ticket in a sweep. Faney if T were to wake
up to find that T had won a thousand quid!
T wonld go to England on it. Faney the
delight of drawing £1,000. What a lovely
sensation.  Good God, T Jo not think I
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would survive ii. A working man has half
a cerown.  Shall he invest it in a sweep, or
shall ke put it in the bank Ianey a man
putting 2s. Gd. into the bank! Labour
members, whether in this Chamber or in an-
other place, owe an apology to the electors
whe put them inte their positions, for cer-
tainly they arve very lucky. Our electors
took Mr. Fraser and me from hard jobs and
pnt us in here. When I lose my job here
I will have to go back to strenunous work and
poverty. A sweep is n co-operative effort.
Suppose Mr. Holines and I were to put in a
half-a-crown each, how would we get on?
T huve often remarked Mr. Clydesdale and
a Minister of the Crown toss to see who
shonld pay for ten. Quite frequently Mr.
Clydesdale loses.

The PRESIDTENT: T suggest to the hon.
member that he eonfine himself to advancing
arguments in favour of the Bill, and that
perhaps he would be more eifective if his
speech were less personal towards those
members who are opposing the Bill.

Hom. C. B. WILTIAMS: There is nobody
here, not even the President, who does not
invest his money for gnin and profit. 1If
the people have any money they are always
prepared to invest it in a sweep. Tt is the
enly hope available to the working man or,
say, the farmer. Faney if a2 cocky farmer
were fo win a £1,000 prize to-morrow. Why
he would bum the old farm down for joy.
The charities of the State are getting a g:oéd
sum of money out of the present sweeps.
At the present time the charities have no
other souree of revenue, We know well that
if a person asks for a subseription of 6d.
or ls. for anvthing, it is not given. But
give the peaple an opportunity to invest in
a sweep, and they will do so. Sweeps have
heen tried in Queensland and New South
Wales, and they have also been tried here.
Now it is proposed to legalise them and I
compliment the Minister for Police on his
action. I have attempted to draw attention
to the faet that the position of the Labour
Party is selfish, but with regard ta
the present (fovernment, I have evidence to
show that they have always been fair to
their opponents. The present proposal is
an atbempt to harness cash hecause the peo-
ple, as we are aware, will not contribute
anything towards our charities. There are
many who will not give anything to charity,
hat T suppose B0 per eent. of the people
ave always prepared {o invest in anvthing
if there is n chanee of gain. The people
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will gamble and noihing will stop them, I
hope it will not he our experience to do
as the Premier of Tasmonia had to do; go
eap-in-hand to the Commeonwealth Govern-
ment for assistanee hecause of the falling-
off in the business of Tattersall’s, which was
one of the main sources of that State’s reve-
nue. I dissoeiate myself from (he hypo-
erisy and cant of the Labour Party who are
opposing the Bill.
Hon. B, H. Gray: Some of them.

Teon. C. B. WILLTAMS: T do not eare
if only one member of the Lahour Party
opposes it. The Lahour Party should stand
for the poorest of the ponr whose only
chauce to get out of the ruek is to invest
6d. or 1s. in the hope of seeuring some kind
of prize.

Hon. W. H, Kitson: They will not get it
through this Bill

Hon, C. B. WILLITAMS: That is hreeause
the hon. member has not read if. 1f » man
ean get £1,000 for 2s. 6d., has he not im-
proved his position? The Bill has been be-
fore Parliament for months, and tf any hon,
member zays he has not bhad time to study
it, he should resign. I infend to support
the Bill,

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [9.20]: Iror
many years people have heen advoeating the
introduetion of legislation of this kind. Per-
sonally 1 cannot see mneh difference between
a Bill of the kind we have before us, and
a proposal to establish State lotteries. The
ecommission it is proposed to set up will
hetter serve the purpose than the appoint-
ment of one commissioner whiech would be
the case if we had a State lottery. BExperi-
ence has taught uws that it is beiter that
bodies of this deseription should bhe com-
posed of several people. Have we not the
Prison Board whieh recommends the release
of prisoners? Have we not the Fremantle
Harbour Trust Commission which under-
takes big works invelving the expenditure
of considerable sums of money? Have we
not beards controlling institutions sueh as
the Claremont Hospital for Insane, the Old
Women’s Home, hospitals and other insti-
tutions? T have always advocated control
by boards. We cannot get away fropn the
fact that at the present time money is needed
for the support of many charitable insti-
tutions which are ahsolutelv starving for
as<istanee. T have spent a considerable time
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in raising funds for charitable institutions,
and T know the hard task it has been. There
is no doubt that if we ean harness the gamb-
ling evil, as it has been calledl—though I
would not deseribe it as such—and divert
the funds to good purposes, there will he
saved an enormous amount of time, trouble
and lahour for those who are responsible
for the conduet of the various institutions.
I cannot understand why the Bill should not
he weleame. Tt is necessary, and I am sat-
isfied that the large majority of the public
require it. I do not agree with those who
are urging the aholition of newspaper com-
petitions.  Mauy people have received a
measare of relicl as the result of these eom-
petitions. and the Inad being ecarried by
some Eamilies will be lightened during the
Christmas season because of the aid they will
receive from the ecompetitions. Women in
outback arens hnve received assistance from
nurses, the result of funds provided by the
newspaper competitions.  The “Mirror”
newspaper has contributed to a fund that
will provide special relief for the uuem-
ployed during the Christmas season. The
“Mirror” newspaper is contributing weekly
to a building fund for the purpose of erect-
ing an up-to-date baby centre in Perth to
repluce the present unsuitable premises.
How then ean we agree -that these
competitions are an evil, as some peo-
ple try to make out? What narm is there
in people investing their 3d. and 6d. in these
competitions; even if they lose they derive
a considerable amount of pleasure from
themi, When the Bill is in Committee, it is
my intention to move for the deletion of
certnin words in the definition with the ob-
ject of enabling the newspaper competitions
te be continned. 1 do not consider those
competitions to be an evil, and in my opinion
it would be wrong if they were compelled
to stop. I do not see why the legislature
should direet its attention to this phase of
gambling which is harmless, and allow big-
ger gambling activities to continue. Tf we
oppose one form of gambling, we must op-
pose the lot. Therefore the best thing we
can do is to harness gamhling, as set out
in the Bill. T should like to draw the Min-
ister's attention o the fact that the wnem-
ployment relief committees have praetically
gone out of existence since the imposition of
the 43d. tax. Funds are no longer being pro-
vided, and there is nothing now to disburse.
I should like the Minister te refer to this
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when he veplies to ihe debate.  There should
be provision in the Bill for a representative
body te be advaneed funds from the pro-
eceds of some of the sweeps. The uncuploy-
tment evil will be with us for a long time
and, seeing thot it is no longer possible o
raise Funds by public  subscription, there
should he some provision in the Bill for the
unemployment hoard to receive sums  of
money from the consultations. [ support
the second reading of the Bili.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Ceniral)
[9.28]: 1 shall support the second reading
of the Bill, and will reserve to mywelf the
right (o vote for amendwents in Commitice
which will have the effect of making the
measure what 1 think it should be, T amn
sorry the Government were bot able to evolve
a hetter method of raising subscriptions for
the hospitals and other institutions which
it is necessary to mmintain  through-
out the State. The Biil, however, will
have the effect of exercising  hetier
control over something which I do not
think any of uws has heen keen ahout.
T agree entirely with the sentimment ex-
pressed with regard to the duty of mem-
hers of Parvliament to so legislate as to
guide the energies of people in the proper
direetion. We must admit that zambling
has heen rampant for vears past, and seems
to be getting worse. The cross-word
puzzles are assuming alarming proportions.
I am not frequently in the city on Friday
afternoons, but on the last two Fridayvs
I have been astounded at the seenes at
depots where the coupons are lodged. A
vast sum of money is raised weekly and
it rather suggests that the Government
could have raised more money by means
of taxation that would have enabled more
work to be provided for the unemploved
and additional assistanee fo primary pro-
ducers, Although Mr. Cornell complained
thai he had not had time within whieh
to study the provisions of the Bill, he waa
able to deliver a speech that extended over
three quarters of an honr. While T fre-
quently disagree with his views, T appre-
cioted his speech hecause he dealt with
eertain matters that T would like to have
discussed at the Committee stage. 1 hape
that one of the temporary chaimien of
commitiees will he able to take the Chair
so that Mr. Cornell may deal with the
Bill from his seat on the foor of the
House. Alterations should he made to the
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Rill.  For instance, no provision is ineluded
to mnke necessary the examination of ac-
counts by the Auditor-Genera,

Hon. G, W, Miles: That is provided for.

Hon, E_ 1L 1L HALIL: Then I stand cor-
rected.  in answer to a point raised by Mr.
R. G, Moore, My, Thomson stressed the
fact that there is no compulsion upon peo-
ple to take tickets in the lotteries. Those
who arve averse fo their friends patronis-
ing the lotteries should exercise moral
suasion wiih a view to getting them to
ahstain. T do aot know that there is
much chanee of gefting an Australian to
do that, hut the fact remaing that there
is no eompulsion about it at all. People
are free to take tickels if they desire 4o
do w0, and the great mujority of ua are
fond of having a fAutter. Splendid work
has been earried ont by voluntary ergani-
sations in the interests of charity, and I
have on previons occasions mentioned the
successful efforts earried out at Geraldton.
The people there agreed to a voluntary
levy of Gd. in the pound in order to raise
fundz, Some time age the nursing scheme
wns in need of funds, and the Mayor

convened n meefing to diseuss ways and
means. As a result, even in these de-
pressed  Fimes, we Taised £600, and no

zambling was permitted in eonnection with
the effort. That demonstrates that monev
ean be raised even in these dayvs.  Un-
fortunately those whae take a leading part
in sueh movements are generally the snme
few and, especially in the metropelitan
area, those who are prominent in the wark
are getting somewhnt tired. People them-
selves are hecoming disinterested in the fre-
quent appeals that are made for funds for
philanthropie work.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West) [9.35]:
T nppose the second reading of the Bill. For
manv vears T have advocated the establish-
ment of adequate control over sweeps and
Iotteries. and T still helieve that is neceszary.
On the other hand, T cannst appreve of
the metl ods suggested in the Bill. Tf logis-
Intinn iz ta he as effective a5 we desive, it
will he reeessary for this State to adont the
me'heaits <hat obtain in Queon-land and New
South Wales. We should have a straichi-
ont State lottery, and not allow anv others
to be condueted in Westera Australia. Ry
that mouns we would nrwider a  sreafer
amount of mone than will he avai'able as
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a result of the j-assage of the Bill. If it
provided for a State lottery, the Bill eould
preseribe definitely the organisations that
would bn entitled to assistance. s it is, the
Bill 1eally gives preferenca io certzin in-
dividuals and certain organisations. Tn
effect, it will make the organising and con-
dneting of lotteriez legal regarding some
persons and organisations, but illegal with
reference to others, To that extent the Bill
iz not fair. While the Bill provides for the
conducting of eertain minor sweeps or lot-
teries, the limjtations imposed are such thaf
any ciforts made will not prove ol great
value.  On looking throngh the Bill with
a view to framing amendments I desired,
T .found, mainly hecause of the ahsence of
time within which to study the clauses, great
dilficulty in arriving at any satisfactory
conelusion. Personally T wonld be prepared
to sit to-morrew and for as mamy days s
necessary in order to deal with the legisla-
tion properly, and I am gorry that members
are not prepared o grant an adjonrnment
of the dehate, TIf we could postpone the
second reading, we counld give proper con-
sideration to amendments that are neeessary.
T have no objection to lotteries being con-
irolled, heeanse T agree that eontrol is neces-
sary, but not the torm of control outlined
in the Bill. Wide powers are to he vestad
in the eommission. 1 do not suggest that
the men who will be appeinted will not
enrry oul their duties fairly and imparti-
ally, but the limitations embodied in the
Bill will give undue preference to certain
individuals and organisations. T would in-
stance the exemptions regarding charitahle
organisations and religions hodies.

Hon. .JJ. Cornell: Apparently a c¢haritable
institution i= anything the Minister mav dre-
termine.

Hon. W. M. KITSOX: No organisation
apart from those speeified in the Rill iz
to receive more than £350 as a resuit of
any lotiery.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That would be out of
any one lottery,

Hon. W. H, KITSON: Clause 19 deals
with that particular phase, and we cannnt
assume thal the limitation en the amount
applies to the contribution an organization
may receive from cach lotterv. There are to
he anly 15 State-wide lotteries during the
vear, and that partienlar elause deals with
lotteries (hat the commission will permit
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to be conducied. I was lmpressed by the
remarks ol Mr, Giray regnrding the opera-
(ions of 30 committees carrying on purely
charitable efforts in the metropolitan area
with a view to raising funds for the unem-
ployed. Fromm my own experience, I know
what that means. For two 'vears I have
been associated with a committee at Fre-
mantle, and we have handled upwanls of
£11,000. Our funds will be completely ex-
haunsted by the end of the year. No adidi-
tional voluntary contribntions ave heing re-
coived and, in the circumstanees, the unem-
prloved will he in a mueh worse position
in the fnture, notwithstanding the faet that
the people are ecalled upon (o pay an
additional tax of 44d. in the pound.
Consequently the relief commitiees in the
metropolitan area and the Metropalitan Un-
employment Relief Committee conld reason-
ahly expect to receive some eonsideration
under a measure of this kind. During the
last two years many of the comumittees have
raised money by means of small sweeps or
art unions, and T kave no fanlt to find with
that action. 1 have very little fault to find
with newspaper competitions and crossword
puzzles, provided they are properly con-
trolled. They have answered a purpose. As
AMr. Gray pointed out, mueh good has heen
done with some of the money raised. Gener-
ally speaking 1 ohject to the orgonisation
of competitions, lotteries, sweeps ete. for
private gain, hut from newspaper competitions
there is no direct gain to the promoters. A
percentage of the moenecy received from the

entrance fees is refurned to the prize-
winners, amd the balanee is  distributed
amongst eharitable organisations. I should

like to see regulations introduced to ensure
that the competitions will be eonducted on
Eair lines so that evervhody might he satis-
fied that he was getting a fair deal,

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Do you suggest that
they are not heing eonducted on fair lines?

ITon. W. H. KITSOXN: No, but competi-
tions might he started by other newspapers
that may not he as serupulously fair as I
believe the present newspapers are. There
would not he mueh cause for complaint if
such rompetitions were satisfactorily econ-
trolled. On oceasions T have heard of un-
employed people heing in the habit of invest-
ing 2s. or 3s. a week in newspaper competi-
tions, and it has heen said that, on that ac-
count, the ecompetitions shonld be prohibited.
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Some people will always Le prepared io
spend a little more than they can afford on
eompetitions or gambling. I imagine that
the majority of newspaper competitors
would not invest more than 1s. per week.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do you think the news-
paper competitions will be continued if this
Bill be passed?

Hon, W. H. WITSOX: The Minister in
another place antieipates that it will not
be possible for thep te be continued. Tf
that is so, the Bill should be amended to give
the newspapers the right to continue the
competitions subject to proper confrol. I
would net ohject to the method of eontrol
heing stiputated in the Bill instead of being
left to regulation. There are 21 clauses in
the Bill and, since it has been cireulated, I
have endeavoured to understand thew.
Althaugh T helieve | have a fairly good idea
of their import, 1 have not heen ahle to
grasp the eontents sufficiently thoroughly to
enable me to frame desirable amendments.
I do not agree with the proposed method of
control, but T wounld approve of a State
lottery. As T have not had time to prepare
suitable amendments, I shall oppose the
second reading.

- HON. H. J. YELLAND (IBast) [9.51]:
I .{lo not intend to discuss the virtnes of the
Bill. T regret very much that a measure of
such importance has heen brought down at
this late hour when it is impossible for us to
give it the abtention it should receive. How-
ever, there is a clause that relieves us of con-
siderable responsibility and that is the last
¢lause limiting the duration of the measure
to one year. That means that the measure
will have to e presented for re-enactment
12 wonths henee aund, if it is not satisfuctory
we shall have an epportunity to deal with lt’
For that reason we might as well set to work
and consider the elauses in Committee, be-
cause it iz really a Committee Bill, We ara
not given an epportunity to deal with the
ethics of gambling. The only question he-
fore us is, Shall we allow gambling to con-
tinue in the unsatisfactory condition of vur
social life or shall we control it? Any right-
thinking person must adinit that it is better
to control gamhling than allow it to continue
nncontrolled as at present. While I shall
vote against the zecond reading on principle,
I shall endeavour in Committee to make the
Bill more workable.
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ilon, C.T.
Baxter—East—in reply) [9.53]: I appre-
ciate the snpport thai members have given
the Bill. Tt was enly natural lo espect 2
fair nuinber ro be opposed to it. I regret
that members have had 1o complain of the
lateness of the hour at which the Bill has
been presented to them. Still, 1 do not think
that in the history of the Parliament, any
measure lhas  heen more widely debated.
Bvery member has had ample opportunity
to become acquainted with the whele of the
ramifications of the Bill

Hon. (I, Fraser: It was passeed by another
place only this morning.

The CHLEF SECRETARY: Tu movinge
the second rending, I mentiuned ihat the
amendments made in another place were not
of greal importance. In any event, they were
recorded in this morning’s paper and mem-
bers who were sufficientiy interested eould
have followed them. T take it Lhat the mem-
bes who oppose the second reading ave quife
content. to allow the present condition of
aifairs to continue. They are quite eonteul
that our charitable institutions should lan-
guish while the people’s money i5 sent fo
other States for investment in such gambles
as the Golden Casket, Queensland, where
mere than enough money iz reccived from
lotteries to waintain the hospitals and build
new hospitals,

Hon. G. Fraser: This Bill will not pre-
vent that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : If that is the
hou. member's opinion, all T ean sy is that
he has not digested the Bill. The most im-
portant feature is that the measure is on
short trial. Tt is to have a duration of 12
months only. At the end of that time Par-
linment will have to determine whether it
has been a success and whether it shall he
continued. I am astonished at the reasoning
of Mr. R. G. Moore. He said that money
was needed for the sick and neeily and that
the Government had a way of getting if,
but immediately afterwards he added that
he had experienced the greatest difficulty to
hring himself to support the 4154, tax re-
cently imposed. If the Government had
presented a Bill to provide the monev out
of taxation, would the hon. member have
supported it? The hon. member is new to
this House and I should like fo tell him
that we cannot continue te tax the people,
beeause ther cannot carry additionsl taxa-
tion burdens,
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Hon. R. G. Moeore: Where is the money
eoming Tron now?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Coming from
a source for which there is always a plentiful
supply of money, namely gambling. People
can always find money for gambling even
when they cannot fing it for other purposes.
For two years the Government fought stren-
nously against imposing any additional taxa-
tion exeept on luxuries, As members know,
the Government were compelled to impose
the 4%d. tax. We knew that it wonld be
diffienlt for the people to hear any further
taxation, and the Government regrel having
heen forced fo impose it. Yet the hon. mem-
ber sngrests that we might have impeosed
another tax and that if we had proposed it,
he wonitd have supported it. Mr. Cornell
said it was remarkable that the definition
of lottery in the Bill was the same as the
definition in the Criminal Code. That is
not correct. The definition reads—

‘‘Lottery’’ bhas the same meaning as the
term ‘‘lottery’’ in Section 232 of the Criminal
Code, 1913, and, further, includes any dis-
position of property under any scheme or
competition which the publie or any specified
section of the public may or is invited to
enter, the nature or conduet of which (though
skill on the part of the entrants or competi-
tors is required) is such as in the circum-
stances of the case to preclnde the fair con-
sideration of the answers of the entrants or
competitors. The term also incindes all
schemes or devices for the disposition of

property knowu as art unions, raffles, gnessing
competitions and the like,

The hon. member spoke in derogatory ferms
of the additional words. They are necessary,
though he contended there was no need for
them, Tn doing o, he set himself up against
legal opinion. He said that we could do nn-
der the Criminal Code what could be done
under this measure. That is not so or the
Bill would never have been introduced.
Crosswords have heen mentioned, They
could not be controlled previously, but they
would he eontrolied absolutelv wunder this
measure. [f the Bill becomes law,-the cross-
word competitions cannot be continued.

Hon. Sir Charles Nathan: They ecannot
be continued without the consent of the
Minister.

Hon. G, W. Alites: And the Minister is
not likely to give consent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : 1 have my
own apinion as to that. That is the position.
To wse his own expression, he said the
additional wards were verbiage.  Why should

[COUNCIL)

he refer to thew in that way? The legal
opinion iz exactly opposite to what Mr. Cor-
nell stated this evening. HRetference was
made to the faet that anv person who de-
sired to conduet a lottery wenld he re-
ferved by the commission to the Commis-
sioner of Police and Mr. Cornell gaid that
one of the reasons why he npposed the
Bill was because the report would be
printed. T am not saving [ think it is
right, when a person’: character is re-
ported on hy the police, that it should be
made available to the commission or to
anybody else,

Hon. J. Covnell: Tt does not matter how
it is got by the police.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That does
not matter. The police may have some-
thing against the character of a man de-
siring to condnet a lottery and to make
that puohlie would he very detrimental to
him. I want to correet what Mr. Fraser
said. He referred to Clause 7 and said
the final decision should he in the hands of
the Minister. Tt is in the huands of the
Minister, but the Minister has to be ad-
vised by the commission. Na Minister
would he in a position to make all in-
quiries necessarv.  He would be foolish
to attempt to do so.

Hon. . Fraser: He cannot aet ngainst
the advice of the commission.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: OF course
he ean go against the advice of the com-
mission. Mr. Kitson’s speech can be swnmed
up in two words—Staté lotiery. The
hon. member i= in favour of State lot-
terics hecanse he favours State trading
concerns. We are overloaded with those
concerns to-day and eannot dispose of
them. Yeither this Flouse nor another
place wonld agree to State eontrol of gam-
Minz. The comtrol should be in the hands
of someone outside the publie serviee al-
together. To members who have leanings
in that direetion, T sav, ‘‘Forget it.”? We
should not he lnaded with another Btate
department,

Hon. J. Cornell: Why have it for a vear?

Ouestion put. and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. .. .. .. T§
Noes 7
Majority for .. o1
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AVES.
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. G. W, Miles
Hoa. L. B. Bolion Hon. T. Moore
Hon. A, M. Clyd¢sdule Hun. Sir C. Nathan

Hon. J. M. Drew

I

1 UHou IV, Plsre
Heu, J. Ewing ‘

1

Hon, E. Rose
Hono, A, Thoemson
Han, 8ir E. Wittenoom

Hon, E. H. Gray
Hon. V, Hamersley

Hon. J. M. Macfarisne Han, ¢, I, Wittenoom
Hon, W. I. Mann Hon. E. H. H, Hall
{Teller.)
NOES,
Flan. J. Cornell Hon. R. G. Mouore

Hou. J. T. Franklin
Hon. G, Fraser
Hnn, W._ II. Kitson

Hon. H. J. Yellnnd
Han. E. H, Harrls
(Teller.y

Question thus passed.

Bill read n <erond time.

In Commitiee.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair; (he Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1- agreed to.
Clause 2—Delinitions ;

Hon. STR CHARLES NATHAN: Would
not paragraph (i), in eonjunetion with
Clause 4 (b) and Clause 19, give the dMin-
ister the right to agree to the econduetr of
crossword puzzles?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Minis-
ter certainly has that vight under the Bill.

Hon, G. W_JMTLES: A c¢lanse shonld be
inzerted in the Bill prohibiting erossward
puzzles, whieh T consider are a menaee to
the community. hecause they are teaching
children to gamhle. T supported the =ec-
ondl reading chiefly heeanse T thought the
Bill would stop erossword puzzle eompe-
titions. The Chief Seeretary now says
that the Minizter contrelline the Aet ean
grant permi=<ion ta hold erossword puzzle
eompetitions,

The CHATRMAXN: The hon, member can
move to amend the Bill, if he thinks i

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOXN: T
wonld like to stop bookmakers from bet-
ting. but that cannot he done heeauze it
would mean the end of horse-racing.

Hon. (t. FRASER: My, Mile: sovs that
erossword puzzles are a disgrace. Tn what
wav are they n disgrace? There are form=
of cambling more visigus, T would not
like to <ee cro-sword competitions stopped.

Hon. G. W. Miles: T know that. You
ouzht to be ashamed of vourself.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T wonld point
out that crossword puzzies are not men-
{ioned in the clavse
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Hon. G. FRASER : That may he so, but
we kunow what is meant. T fail to see that
I should be ashamen of myself for express-
ing the opinion that erossword puzzle com-
petitions pught to be continned. The Lon
member van afford to Iake tiekets in a lot-
tery.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I do not.

o, G. FRASER: Every section of the
commnity ought to have the rieht to
wamble.  There should not he a privilezed
section,  The erossword puzzle is the poor
man’~ lottery, nnd should be allowed to eon-
tinue.

Ron, W L RITSON:  Unemployment
reliet conunittee~ should be entfitled to some
of the proceeds from these lotteries. Is it
wider paragraph (i) that T shall have to
move an amendment to inelude sueh comnit-
tees?

The CITATRMAYXN: The hon. member can
achieve hiz objeet by moving such an
amnendment to Clanse 17, under which, T
take it, subsidiary lotterie« may he eon-
dueted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:" T unem-
plexment does not come within the definition
of charitable ohjeets, I do nat know what
does. Power is alveady confained in the
Bill (o vender assistance to these commit-
tees,

The CHATIRMAN: Charitable coneerns
are not defined in the Bill. Such things ave
left tn the dizeretion of the AMinister.

Hon. W. ., KITSON: A lot of argu-
ment was required in another place to eon-
vinee the Minister that he shonld speeially
provide for infant health centres. I want
tn make sure that the wmetropolitan couneil
of unemployment relief committees is =ini-
larly provided for in the Rill.

Hon. R. G. Moore: Does paragraph (h)
comprehend the Silver Chain’

The Chief Secretarv: That comes under
paragraph (i).

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Auy institution
that feels it is entitled to receive assiztance
will no doubt make applieation in the usual
wav, and sueeh applieation will be consid-
ered on its merits. T think paragraph (h)
would apply to the Silver Chain.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: T move an amend-
ment—

That u new paragraph be inserted as fol-
lows:—*=Any body organised for the purpose
of dispensing relief to the unemployed.*?
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Unemployment relief commitiees through-
out the State have greatly assisted the Gov-
ernment, and relieved the authorities of a
heavy burden. This has applied perhaps
more in the metropolitan area, although such
fowns as Geraldton, Albany and Bunbury
have risen nobly to the occasion. After 1st
January there will be still greater distress
amongst the unemployed, who cannot be re-
lieved, as they have been in the past, becanse
voluntary contributions will have ceased.
I should be sorry to think the unemployed
would have to go short of many necessities
hitherto provided by those committees.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAN: This
brings me back to the first question I asked
the Minister. If members will look at para-
graph (i) they will find that it covers the
amendment moved hy the hon. member,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have pre-
viously said that unemployment comes
under the definition of “charity.” Now Mr.
Kitson would say that any small concern
which might organise itself as a relief com-
mittee should he included in the Bill.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Nothing of the sort.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Such com-
mittees have heen formed all ever the place.
T strongly oppose the amendment.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: T have said there
is only one body in t{he metropolitan aren
which I would be prepared (o name, because
that is the recognised body. Then the au-
thorised relief committees in the metropoli-
tan arvea are official n the eyes of the Gov-
ernment, and act on behalf of the Govern-
ment. My only aim is to make sure that the
organisation endeavouring to relieve the un-
employed shall he entitled to a share in the
distribution of the money.

Hon. W, J. MANN: 1T agree with Sir
Charles Nathan that pavagraph (i} fully
covers the amendment. There are scattered
throughout the rural parts of the State
scores of small relief committees doing ex-
ceedingly good relief work. Bnt if the
amendment be agreed to, the Minister will
be inundated with applications.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If it is thought that
paragraph (i) is sufficient, memhers must
reflect that that paragraph earries a limita-
tion of £256, which to many of these com-
mittees would he only a drop in the ocean.
The operations of the Metropolitan Couneil
are under the direction of the Goverment,
and if there are any distributions of money
statisties ave consulled and every unem-

[COUNCIL.]

ploved married man receives an equal share
of the amount distributed. 1 have heavd
objections to relief committees on the score
of the money they spend. That is an en-
tively wrong impression, for I venture to say
ihe cost of those committees in the colleetion
of funds does not exceed 1 per cent. Surely
those relief committees shounld be recognised.
They all work under the respective Tocal
authorities, which is a guarantee that the

money they receive iz well spent. T hope
the amendment will be agreed to.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Already

there is ample provision in paragraph (i),
and so there is no need for the amendment.
Hon. E. H. Gray: But that paragraph (i}
means only £250.
The CHIEF SECRETARY : It means the
possibility of £250 from each of 15 sweeps
in the year, or a total of £3,750.

Hon., J. M. DREW: Wonderful work on
hehalf of the nnemployed is being done by
these committees in the metropolitan area,
but also a great deal is being done in almost
every country centre. Tf there is to be any
distribution nnder the Bill the country reliaf
committees shonld not he overlooked. Very
many of the lottery tickets will be sold in
the eountry, and if on that score alone it s
only right that the country relief commit-
tees shonld participate in the distribution.

Amendment put and a division (aken with
the following result:—
Ayes .. . .. .. 6
Noes .. .. .. .18

Majority against .., 12

AVES,

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon. E. H. Gray

Hou. J. M. Drew Hon. T. Moore

Hon. G. Fraser Hon. W. H. Kitson

(Peller.)

NOEJ.

Hon. C. F. Baxler Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. J. Ewing Hon., R. G. Maore

Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. Sir . Nathap

Hon. E. H. H, Hall Hon. IT. V. Picgse

Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. E. Roge

Hon_ E. H. Harrls
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. W. J. Mann

Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. Sir . Wittennom
Hon. C. H. Wittennoom
Hon. H. J. Yelland
{Teller.}

Amendment thus negatived.
Hoen, W, H. KITSON: I move an amend-
nent—

That after ““ohject™ in line 2 of paragraph
(i.} the words *fincluding unemplovment’’ be
inserted.
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This will be an indication to the Minmister
that unemployment relief is a charitable pur-
pose within the meaning of the Aet,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The wards
will be superfiuous. The hon. member's
aection savours of an attempt to hold up ihe
Bill.

Hon. G. Fraser: The two words will not
overload the Bill.

Amendment put and negatived.

Han, J. M, DREW: In the delinition of
“lottery” there seems to he something wroug
with the phrascology. The words appear
“which the public or any specified section of
the public may or is invited (o enter. |1
should say it would be hetter if the sentence
read, “may enter or is invited to enter.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The words
were drafted by the Parliamentary Deafls-
man and they mean what the hon. member
said.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3—Lotteries commission:

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The life of
the Bill when it becomes an Act will he 12
months and yet paragraph (b) declares that
the commission shall have perpetnal sncees-
sion,

The CHAIRMAN: In that ecase “perpet-
ual suecession” means that the eommission
will go on as long as the Aet lasts.

Hon. H. J, YELLAND : T move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (¢) ““four’’ be struck
out and “*five’’ inserted in lieu,

Instead of having four members on the com-
mission it would he hetter to have five. Then
there would not be any need for the Chair-
man to have a deliberntive as well as a cast-
ing vote.

Hon. A, M., CLYDESDALE: I hope the
amendment will not be agreed to. My ex-
perience is that four members of the com-
mission are ¢uite sufficient and five would
make it cumbersome.  Personally 1 would
prefer three members to five memhers,

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. G. W, MILES: I move an amend-
ment—

That o1l the words after ** quorum’’ in line
1 of paragraph {d) be siruck out and the
following inserted in lieu:—‘*All questions
arising at any meeting shall be decided by a
majority of the votes of the members
present,®’
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That will get over the difficulty that has
been referred to in connection with the de-
liberative and casting votes of the chairman.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: L am not quite
clear ahout things at this hour ot the night,
hut T can foresec a deadlock arising if this
amendinent he agreed to. It is provided that
three of the four members shall form a
gquornm. But should four members he pres-
ent and two vote one way and two the other
anid the chairman not have a easting vote,
what will happen? Tt is imperative that the
business should go on.

Hon. A. THOAMSON: The paragraph is
satisfactory as it stands and the amendment
will merely serve to promote a deadlock. [t
is customary for a chairman to have a cast-
ing vote.

Hon. G. FRASER : If the chairman is to
have a deliberative as well as n casting vote,
he may make use of hoth votes and so nul-
lify what should be a majority decision of
the commission.

Hon. A. THOMSON ; If the chairman did
that, he would not he worthy of his position
and his fellow eommissioners would not allow
him to eontinue.

Hon. R, G. MOORE: The provision in
the Bill is satisfactory. The casting vote
would be used only in the event of a tie, and
not to create a deadlock.

Hon. G. Fraser: I have known the east-
ing vote to be used to equalise the voting,

Hon. R. G. MOORE: It cannot legiti-
mately be done.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: My object in
moving for & commission of five was to
relieve the chairman of the necessity for
exercising a casting vote.

Hon. A, M. Clydesdale: If there were five
members, and only four aftended, the same
position would arise.

Amendment put and negatived.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I under-
stand that paragraph (3} was struck out in
another place but was inadvertently retained
in the reprint. I move an amendment—

That paragraph (j) be struck out,

Hon. J. J., HOLMES: If the paragraph
should not appear, the Bill is not the one
passed by another place.

The CHATRMAN: T have a certificate
that this is a fair print of the Bill passed
by another place.
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Hon, E. H. Jlavris: Then the paragraph
is in the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: So far as we ave con-
cerned, it is in the Bill,

Hon. G. W, MILES: Can you assure us
that the Bill contains no other clauses thatg
should not appear?

The CHAIRMAN : That is for the Minis-
ter to say.

Hon. G. W. MILES: More care should
be exercised when sending Bills to this
House. 1 read in the newspaper that the
paragraph had been deleted m another place.

Hon, E. H. Gray: That paper was right.

The CHAIRMAN : Why labour the ques-
tion? The Bill, including paragraph (j),
12 before us. It would be much better if no
reference were made lo what oeeorred in
another place,

Hon. J. 4. HOLMES: T understand that
a Bill, to become law, must be passed hy
both Houses, and here we have a Bill before
us that has not been passed by another
place.

The Chief Secretary: You do mot know
that.

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: The Minister him-
self said the paragraph shoull not e in thy
Bill, and therefore this is not the Bill passed
by another place. T subwmt that the Bill is
wrongly before us.

The CHATRMAN: The Minister stated,
in reply to a remark on the second reading,
that parvagraph (j) had heen left in the
Bill in another place.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1
moved to strike out the paragraph.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Why do yven wish to
strike it out?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Recause it
it not necessary.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The “West Austra-
lian™ reported this morning that it had heen
struek ont.

Hen, I J. HOTLMES: Do vyou, Mr
Chairman, rule that this is the Bill passed
by another place?

The CHATRMAX : T rule that as the cer-
tified eopyv of the Bill passed by another
place eontains paragraph (3) it is properly
hefore the Committee, Tf the paragraph is
considerel unneceszary, the Committee may
strike it out. TIf it he struck out, the Bill
will be returned to another plare with the
amendmenf. and  {hen  the argwment ecan

have

[COUNCIL.]

arise in another place as to what happened
there.

Hou. J. J. HOLMES: We have heen told
that until a Bill is passed by another place,
it is only a serap of paper. This Bill has
not been passed by another place.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing to
indieate that paragraph (j) is net in the
Bill, other than the statement made by the
Minister.

Hon. 1. ). HOLMES: Tet us be sure of
our ground. This afternoon | presented »
petition in opposition fo the Bill, and il
contained the signature of a reverend gen-
tleman who had conducted a lengthy dis-
eourse with a Minister in another place. T
can understand his claiming that this Bill
has not heen passed by another place. The
Committee may do as they like, hat my con-
tention is that the Bill iz a serap of paper
wntil it has bheen passed by another plaee
and has been introduced here,

The Chief Seeretary: The hon. member is
wrong.

The CHATRMAN: Ounr hnsiness is to deal
with the Bill as it appears in the certified
copy. and amend it as we think fit. We
should not he side-tracked by ex parte state-
ments of what oreurred in another place.

Hon. G. FRASER: This shows the dis-
advantage of rushing legislation through.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T confend
the Bill is in order.

Amendment put and passed: the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauze 4—Powers of commission:

Hon. G, I, MILES: T move an amend-
ment—

That the following proviso be added to the
clause:—*‘Provided that cross-word puzzle

competitions  run by newspapers or others
shall not he permitted.’”

One of the main reasons for the introdue-
tion of the Bill is to prevent the continn-
ance of crossword puzzles, which ave a dis-
grace to the community. They should be
stopped.

Hon. W, J. MANN: I oppose the amend-
ment. Mnch has been said about the popu-
larity of newspaper competitions, but can
anyone say they have resnlted in any great
harm? The competitions should he conducted
under the control of the hoard.

Houn. A. Thomson: They should he con.
ducted for charitable purposes only.

Hon. W. J, MANN: Thexy are now,
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Hon. . W, Miles: But they result in in-
ereased cireulation of the newspapers.

Hon, W. J. MANX: Une newspaper has
had to employ, on account of these cross-
word puzzle competitions. no fewer than 17
additional people. That is the “Sundav
Times.” In addition, news agent~ have had
to cmploy extra runners. Again, the Trea-
sury derive revenue from them by wav of
stamp  duty. The cheques sent oot by
the “Sunday Time~” for prizes earry a
duty of £7 for each compefition, and, in
addition, the Government derive revenue
from the stamp duty paid vn the reveipts.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I ca:nol see how
crossword puzzles ean be included in the
Bill, hecause only 15 lotteries will he per-
mitted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Bill
would make it very difficult for any news-
paper to ran a crossword puzzle competi-
tion, on account of the many restrictions im-
posed. T refer members to (lauses 10 and
11 of the Bill

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. R. ¢+, MOORLE: | would like the
Minister to explain the words “provided that
preference of employment shall he given to
returned soldiers, sailors or nurses.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Those words
were not in the Bill as originally drawn.
They were inserted hy another place, All
things heing etyual, preference of cuiploy-
ment will he given to the persons mentioned.

The CHAIJRMAN : The words “all things
heing equal” are not included in the Bill,

Hon. A. M. CLYDESDALL : What would
be the position of the personx who are em-
ployed in connection with the~e competitions
at the present mement! Would they be dis-
mis<ed and rveturned soldiers emploved in
their place?

The CHAIRMAN: It is a matter Tor the
Committee to lecide whether they will
qualify these words.

Hon. W. . KITRON: If the words re-
main without qualification, the commission
will be unable to empley a person under
the aze of 32 vears. A returned soldier must
have heen 18 vears of age n 1918. We
should either qualify the words or delete
them.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I move an amend-
ment—

That after the words ** provided that,”’ the

following words he inserted:—‘‘all things
heing equal.’’

On s~ccoml thoughts, 1 will withdraw my

amendment.
Amendment, by leave, wilhdeawn.
Hou. Sir CLIARLES NATHAXN: 1 move

i amendhient—

That after the words *‘provided that’" in
the proviso the words ‘‘all things being
equal’’ be ingerted.

Hon. K. (. MOORE: [ support the
amendment, £ it is not earried, no one but
returned =ailors, soldiers and nurses will get
- job on this comnisston,

Amendwment put and passed: the clause,
is amended, agreed to.

Clanses 5 to 7—agreed to.

Clause 8- Restriction as to number of

State-wide lotteries:

Hon. E. H. HTARRIS: Why are these lIot-
teries rvestricted to 15 in each vear? s it
expected that a certain amount of money
will be brought in by that nomber?

The Chief Seeretary: The commission will
ot neeessarily conduet 15 sweeps, but these
would all he ran by it, if they arve =0 con-
ducted.

Hon, ¥. H. HARRIS: Perhaps it is
thought that number will cover the gambling
instinets of the publie.

Hon. Sir Charles Nathan: [ take it the
conmiission can authorise ax many distriet
lotteries as may be decmed desirable.

(lause put amd pas<ed,
Clauses % to 11—agreed to.
Claunse 12—Indemnity rlause:

Hon. K. II. HARRTS: If anvone unwit-
tingly subseribed to a sweep that has not
heen authorised, it would seem that a pen-
alty may be imposed upon him. The person
whe conduets the illexal ~weep <hourld he the
one to be held responsible.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The clause
exonerates any person from a penalty if he
subseribes to an illecal lottery. T do not
know of anything in the Bill that penalises
purchasers of tickets,

Hon. .J. M. DREW: The implication is
that there is a law whereby o person is liable
to punishment in the eirecums=tances set out
in the elause. [t wa- once my duty to con-
trol lotteries, among-t other things. T was
informed by the Crown Law Tepartment
und the Commissioner of Police that there
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is no offence eonnected with the purchasing
of tickets or in the selling of themn; that the
oitence comunenees when the drawing takes
place.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 13 and 14--agreed to.
Clause 15—Accounts and audit:

Hon. E. F. HARRLS: I sobmit that the
auditor in this case should he appointed by
the Minister, and not by the permit holder.
T am disposed to move as an amendment that
in line 1 of parngraph (h) the words “per-
mit holder” be struek out and *Minister”
inserted in lieu.

12 o’clock midnight.

The CHAIRMAN: Surcly the onus to
appoint the auditor is on the permit holder?

Hon, E. H. HARRTS : But there should be
a Covernment auditor to andit all sweeps
conducted under permit. Perhaps the Min-
ister will agree to put up an amendment
such as I desire.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Certainly
not, hecause the proposed amendment is un-
neeessary. It is for the permit holder to
appoint the anditor, who must he approved
by the Mivister. It wonld be impractieable
for the Minister to appoint the auditor,

Clause put and passed.
Clause 16—Oflences:

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I do not agree with
this penal eclause providing for imprison-
ment for three years or a fine of £300. Why
cannot it be left as it iz in the Criminal
Code?

Hon, W. H. IKITSON : Referring to para-
graph (iii.), will the sale of Tattersall’s
tickets be interpreted as conducting an
illegall lottery? The definition of “illegal
lottery” includes “foreign lottery.”  One
member of the Chamber associated with the
existing sweeps committee states that we
have heen reeeiving substantial money from
the BEastern States for our sweeps. Under
the Bill, of course, it will not he possible to
send money away for Eastern States lof-
teries.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: There is nothing
Lo prevent one sending direct fo the sweep
office in the Eastern States,

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Once the Bill be-
comes law it will he an offence to buy or sell

[COUNCIL.]

a ticket in an Bastern States lottery. [ think
the penalty here provided is altogether too
high.

The CHUIEF SECRETARY: I the hon.
member will leok at paragraphs (vii),
(viii.) and (ix.) of this clause, he will find
they cover the position about which he is
con¢erned.

Hon. W. M. KIVSON: | ask whether an
agent who lias been in the habit of selling
Euastern States lottery tickets will be fined if
he be caught sclling theun after the passage
of the Bill? The penalties for that and for
conducting an illegal lofrery ave naltogether
too high,

Hou, ¢ FRASER: How can a person
selling o ticket in o foreign lottery he
charged with condueting a foreign lottery?
The selling of a ticket is not conducting a
lottery, yet only hy selling a ticket in a
foreigu lottery can a man be charged with
eonducting a toreign lottery.

Hon. E. . HARRIS: The Australian
Labour Party and the Druids eonduct lot-
teries annuwally. They issue tickets of ad-
mission lo their gatherings whieli entitle
the holders tu participate
Would those lotteries come
scope of the Bill?

The CHLE] SECRETARY: The hon.
member knows well that they would,

in a lottery.
within, the

Clauge put and passed,

Clanse 17—LExemptions in
church, ete. hazaars:

Hon. E. . HARRIS: Theve is no deli-
nition of ‘‘charitable organisation™ in
this clanse. I should like to know what
will be likely to happen in the event of
there being a change of Ministry. Will
thig cover such games as crown and anr
chor, housey-housey, and the chocolate
wheel, which are all popular -at 'sports
gatherings?

Hon. B. H, GRAY: T move an amend-
ment—

case ol

That after “forganisation™ iu line £ the
words ‘“or any wemployed relief ecommittee
recognised by the Minister’ be inserted.

Hon. R. G. Moore: My interpretation of
the elause 'is that it gives power to the
Minister to do just as he likes.

Hon. W. H. KITSON; T hope there will
be some reference made to uncmployment
relief, hecause next year I fear will  he
worse than the present vear.  Unless we
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can secure money from seme source or
other, there will he a great deal more
trouble experienced in the coming year.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have al-
ready pointed out there is provision in
the Bill to meet the hon, member’s wishes.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—
Ayes .. .. .- .. ©
Noes - - .. .. 16
Majority against 10
Av;as.
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. T. Moare
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. E. H. Gray
(Teller.)
Noea,
Hon. C. ¥, Baxter Hon. G, W_ Miles
Hou. L. B. Bolton Hon. R. G. Moore
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. 8ir C. Nathan
Hon. J. T. Franklln Hon. H. V. Piesse

Hon. E. H. H. Hall
Hon. V., Hamersley

Hon. E, Rose
Hon. A. Thowson
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. W. J. Mann

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon, H. J. Yelland
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauge 18—agreed to.

Clause 19—Limitation of distribution
moneys in case of certain charitable pur-
poses:

Hon, W. H. Kitson: Why the limitation
of £250%

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is an
increase on the amount that was origin-
ally stated in the Bill. Tt is unecessary to
allocate a larger smm than this, The
clanse does not say how often these sums
may be given,

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The explanation
does not satisfvy me. I move an amend-
ment-—

That the wprds ‘‘two hundred and fifty?’

he struck out and ‘“five hundred?’’ inserted
in lieu.
It mav he desivred to eive a larger smy
than £250. The eommission will not be
obliged to give as much as £500, but should
be in a position to do so if neecessary.

Hon. E. H GRAY: T support the
amendment. Some unemployment relief
comittee may be in urgent need of funds
owing to an increase in the number of un-
emploved. Of what use would £250 he in
such a ease? The same principle may
appl¥ to other organisations,

{101]
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Hon. G. Fraser: Perhaps the Chief See-
retary will say whether he accepts the
amendment or not,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A mazimum
of £250 is quite sufficient, because that
amount may be distributed half a dozen
times in the year.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves . o .. 4
Noes - . .. N
Majority against .. .. 13
AYES,
Hen. E, H. Gray Han. T. Moore
Hon. W. H. Kitson Hoon. Q. Fraser
(Teller.)
NOES.
Hon. C. F, Baxter Hon. W. J. Mann
Hou. L. B. Bolten Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon. R. G. Moore
HWon.J. M. Drew Hon. Sir C. Nalhan
Hen. J, Ewing Han. H. V. Piesse
Hoop. J. T. Franklin Hon, E. Rose
Hon. E. . H. Hall Hon. A. Thomsen
Houn. V, Hamersley Hon. C. B. Williams
Houn. J. M. Maclarlane {Teller.y

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 20, 21, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.
Third Reading.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—SECESSION REFERENDUM,
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Couneil.

BILL—RESERVES.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil.

BILL—METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK.
. Assembly’s Message.

Meszage from the Assembly received and
read notifving that it had agreed fo the
amendment made by the Council.
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BILL—WHEAT POOL.
Recommittal.

On metion by Hon. J. Cornell, Bill re-
committed for the further consideration of
Clause 15.

In Commiltee.

Hon, W. II. Xitson in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 15— 'To
wheat pools:

Hon. W. J. MANN: The position has ma-
terially altered since the Bill was last hefore
the Committee and if agreed to, Subeclause
{3) of Clause 15 will provide all the powers
that have been specifically refused in the
Legislative Assembly under the Bulk Hand-
ling Bill. In times like the present, the
wheatgrowers depend largely on the good-
will of the commereial community to assist
them in their operations.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: And the commercial
eommuntity depend on the wheatgrowers.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The wheat merchanls
have about £2,000,000 worth of credits in the
wheat belt at present. HEvidence tendered
before the seleet -committee that dealt with
the Bulk Handling Bill showed that the pool
had erected bulk handling experimental
plants at five sidings last year, and at thosz
sidings the wheat merchants were pracli-
cally precluded from buying. Tn that way,
what I regard as a monopoly was estab-
lished. The wheat firms cannot be expested
to extend credits where they are unable to
trade. If bulk handling operations, which
arg said to have been conducted so far illeg-
ally, are to continue, then the farmers eau
expect to lose the goodwill of the merchants
who have assisted them so much in the past
and have enabled them to eontinue in the in-
dustry. In a statement made the day after
the bulk handling scheme of the Wheat Pool
was rejected in the Legislative Assembly,
the chairman of the pool trustees said that
whether the Bill was agreed to or not, the
pool trustees intended to extend bulk hand-
ing facilities to other sidings. T do not
think that is desirable. Parliament shoull
sa¥ whether or not bulk handling should he
carried on. A very definite reply on that
point has been given by the Legislative As-
sembly.  Obviously, it is the intention of
the pool te extend bulk handling faeilities
to the larger sidings, leaving to the wheat
merchants the smaller sidings where wheat

establish and maintain

[COUNCIL.]

acquisition is relatively unprofitable. I d»
not think the Committee will agree to such
a eondition of affairs, which T regard as
wrong.

Hon, E. H. . Hall: You grow a lot of
wheat down your way.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That shows how
much the hon. imember knows ahout it, and
his statement is on a par with many other
opinions he has expressed regarding the
South-West, 1 recognise the diffieulty and
it may be that if some protection is not
afforded the pool, the trusfees may be con-
fronted with litigation for having carried
out operationg illegally. I propose to ask
the Committee to delete Subclause (3) and
if that course is adopted, I shall move to
substitute another subclause setting out that
no action shall lie against the poal in respeet
of their experimental operations during last
year. That will not permit the pool to eon-
tinue in the future. I move an amendment—

That Subelause (3) be deleted.

Hon. H. V.PIESSE: I opposethe amend-
ment. We should allow the private enter-
prisc of the Wheat Pool to be continued, It
will be of advantage to the producers and
the Lord knows we want the wheatgrowers
to have some advantage to encourage them
to earry on. If the trustees of the YWheat
Pool decide to continue the construction of
bulk handling sheds at other sidings, it will
be of assistance to the wheatgrowers, and
will lower the cost of production. The
Assembly had an opportunity to pass legis-
lation dealing with bualk handling but re-
jected the measure.

Oue o’clock a.m,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T hope the
Commiittee will not agree to the amendment,
for Subelanse 3 is necessarv to legalise an
expenditure which has been inenrred in all
good faith.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: This eovrpora-
tion are asking only what is reasonable,
namely to be put in the same position as the
other firms operating in wheat. The amend-
ment asks us to deny the corporation the
right to do what other firms ean do. No
monopoly whatever is required, but merely
the same treatment for all the various firme,

Hon. J. M. DREW: At first I saw no
harm in granting the powers asked for by
the Bill. Tt seemed to me that if the eor-
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poration wished to start bulk handling on a
voluntary hasis with their own money, there
was nothing wrong with i, for they could
ot go far withont having io come to Par-
linment, But it mu<t be remembered that
the farmer will he deeply involved. Sub-
clause 7 provides that the corporation may,
with the authority of the growers, horrow
money Lor marketing wheat and for other
purposes. What are those other purposes?
The provision of hulk handling, and in
order to sccure the money borrowed and
raised the covrporation may exercise such
securities as are required by the lenders
and do various other things. In view of
this the farmers may be canvassed and in-
duced to enter into certain contracts and in
the end may find that three-guarters of their
rraps have pone in costs,

Hon, A. THOMSOXN: T hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment. I
am somewhal amused at Mr. Mann’s anxiety
that the farmers should maintain the good-
will of the merchants who have stood by them
in the past. It seems to me that if the farm-
ers desire to come under the provisions of
the volnntary pool, those who come in will
merely sign an interim contract applying
for one vear only. 1f a farmer considers
it would be more advaniageons to deal wilh
other firms who, if they desire, may erect
a eontainer at any country siding, surely
there 1s nothing wrong in this company ask-
ing for the same privilege. The rorporation
requires the right to staclk their wheat in
bulk at country sidings. That is all. Rathar
than move this amendment, the hon. member
ought to have tried to defeat the Bill on
tie seecond reading. The Westralian Farmers
Limited have no eontrol over the voluntary
wheat prel. If this meant a compulsory
wheat pool, one could understand the alarm
of some members who apparently have not
a very complete knowledge of what is actu-
allv zeoing on. Surely the Committee will
not deny the farmers the right to erect bulk
handling plants at the various sidings in an
endeavour to reduce the cost of production.
I am afraid there are other interests trving
to prevent the accomplishment of the pool’s
desires. If the privileze is denied. I shall
oppose the third reading.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am endeavouring
to find the nigger in the woodpile. Suhelause
3 is designed to give the proposed corpora-
tion the right to establish and maintain a
scheme for the handling of grain in bulk.
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The wheat pool have established a system of
bulk handling embraeing five or six sidings,
and I understand they received the permis-
sion of the Commissioner of Railwavs to try
out the scheme. I have no objection to that.
Is that scheme to be continued by the poo!,
ineorporated or unincorporated and without
heing legalised? Another place has refused
to legalise bulk handling.

Hon. A, Thomson: That
against granting a monopoly.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Bulk handling has
been rejected by another place agnin and
again,

Hon. ¥. H. H.
stances.

Hen. J. CORNELL: In all cirenmsiances.
1s it desired by the pool to enlarge the pres-
ent scheme?

Hon. V. Hamersley: Yes.

Hou. J. CORNELL: Then ii is desirved io
get bulk handling by fair means or foul.
The system cannot be extended without the
consent of the Commissioner of Railways
hecause he has to grant permission to erect
storage bins and to provide transport farili-
ties,

Hon. A. Thomson: They are paid for.

Hon. V. Hamerslev: It was a husiness ar-
rangement,

Hon. J. CORNELL: That does not mai-
ter. The nigger in the woodpile is that, de.
spite what has happened since the joint sel-
eel committee presented their report, the pool
desire to continue the establishment of bulk
handling by a sort of peaceful penetration.

Hon. A. Thomson: This Bill has heen
passed by anather place.

Hon. J. CORNELL:; But the nigrer in
the woodpile was there all the time.

Hon. H. V. Picsse: You are the only one
te find him.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We shall not be do-
ing our duty if we pass the subelause, as we
cannot he privy to the pool or anyvone else
erecting a Lulk handling svstem throughout
the State. A co-ordinated system 18 ve-
quired, becanse ifs success is dependent on
the railways.

Hon. T. MOORE: Mr. Thomson has ap-
appealed to us to give the propased eorpora-
tion the rights and privileges enjoved by
merchants. He inferred that greater rights
were not asked for the proposed eorporation.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is so.

Hon. T. MOORE: What does Clause 7
euy? It does not give the merchants the
right to take the farmers’ wheat and erect

decision  was

Hall: In certain circum-
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bulk handling faeilities. The hon. member
did not state the position clearly. The pool
have ne Act of Parliament entitling them
to use the wheat of the farmers,

Hon. V. Hamersley: What nonsense!

Hon. T. MOORE: If we are going to
have bulk handling, it should be established
on a proper basis. One man has said that
his scheme will be adopted or no scheme at
all, He has an axe to grind. It is stated
that the pool, whether they have the right or
not, will go on. T suppose they will select
all the big sidings in one zone and cater for
them. They will thus get peaceful penetra-
tion and I do not stand for that. If bulk
handling is to be installed, it should be on
the basis of a State-wide scheme, and not
by any hole-and-corner method such as this.
Bulk handling has heen defeated in another
place. The select committee agreed that a
scheme conld be installed for £500,000, and
when that was turned down, the Government
presented a scheme to cost £1,500,000. What
an inglorious exhibition of want of logie!
Attempts are being made to foree bulk hand-
ling on the farmers. They have never asked
for it.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: What nonsense!

Hon. T. MOORE: I meet more farmers
than do other members.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: I have my doubts.

Hon. T. MOORE: None of them is wrap-
ped up in the bulk handling scheme. We
know how salesmen were sent out by the
same company to advise farmers to get rid
of their horses and buy traetors, and thms
carry on their farming by up-to-date
methods. We knew what that has cost
the country. I say advisedly it would
be wrong to allew the company, who have
said they will have their scheme or no
scheme, to pick the eyes out of the country
by selecting the biggest sidings and so gain
control and earry bulk handling into effect
in a way to suit themselves. A letter was
published recently in the Press which was
written by a thoroughly capable farmer, ex-
pressing his disapproval of the bulk hand-
ling scheme.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: What is his name?

Hon. T. MOORE: He did not sign his
name to the letter, but I can satisfy the hen.
member of the writer’s hona fides, I op-
pose the elanse.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAN: There
bas heen much talk of currents and cross-
currents, but I desire fo deal with and vote
on this question on its merits. At present

[COUNCIL.)

I am neither for nor against the clause
which gives the eorporation power to estab-
lish a system of bulk bandling. The eor
poration could not, however, possibly estab.
lish such a system without the consent of
the Government of the day. If the Govern
ment felt that it would interfere with theh
plans, then they might withhold their ap.
proval. If seems to me o be necessary for
the Government to legalise the work thaf
has already been done in connection with
bulk handling, Mr. Drew has raised 2
particularly interesting point and it becomes
necessary now to review the position in view
of his remarks on Clause 7, There is nothing
to eompel the farmer to send his wheat t
the pool. He may he financed by some othex
firm, who might say to him, “If you send
vour wheat to the bulk handling scheme we
will not continue to finanece you.” Another
point: The Bill certainly gives the scheme
the right to hypothecate, charge, mortgage
or pledge the wheat delivered to the pool
The scheme will have the right to do that de-
spite any prior lien on the wheat. The Agri-
eultural Bank or the creditors of the farme:
may have advanced him money to put in and
take off his crop, and I ean see endless com.
plications arising from the taking of legal
action. Perhaps the Minister can enlighten
us on that point. The statement that mer-
chants have the power to instal a bulk hand-
ling system is not correct. Merchants could
not do so without the consent and approval
of the Government. 1 desire to be clear ip
my mind on these points before deciding tc
vote for the retention or the striking out
of the words.

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: The statement
has been made that the farmer is being
foreed to do something with his wheat that
he does not want to do. That is entirely
wrong. The comparison which has been
made between the Bulk Handling Bill
which has just been defeated and this
measure is worthless, because this is a
purely voluntary scheme. Members know
that an election was conducted recently for
the growers’ council and that council will
have an opportunity to consider these mat-
ters. There is nothing compulsory ahount
the proposal and I want to give the wheat-
growers an opportunity te do what they
consider is in their own interests.

Hon. J. CORNELL: What does Mr. Hall
mean when he refers to the wheatgrowers
aeting in their own interests? The subelavse
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under diseussion will enable the corporation
to establish buik handling facilities, but in
whose interests? 1In the interests of the
farmers or of the Wheat Pool? If we agree
to this, it will enable the pool to extend the
bulk handling sysiem where they may con-
sider it advantageous. If they cannot get
the necessary permission, how can they do
it? They will have to get the permission of
the Commissioner of Railways and if that
is not fortheoming, what can they do?

Hon. A. Thomson: They ean erect the
plant on private land and put in a private
siding.

Hon. J. CORNELL: How could they put
in a private siding unless with the permis-
sion of the Commissioner of Railways? If
the corporation chose to erect the plant an
private land without having first obtained
the consent of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, they would then have to go to the Com-
riissioner and beseech him to grant per-
mission for the construction of a private
siding, otherwise they would be unable to
transport their wheat to the port,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do you think any
business firm would embark npon the scheme
without first having seeured the private sid-
ing?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Although illogieal
some of the advocates of the scheme suggest
that they wounld do so.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: I would remind
Mr. Cornell that the references to private
eompanies do not apply to the trustees of the
Wheat Pool, which is a co-operative con-
cern, and entitled to the utmost assistance
from members. 1 am surprised at the tae-
tics which have been adopted this evening,

Hon, A. THOMSON: When Mr. Cornell
referred to the clause, he omitted to deal
with the final proviso. This limits the
power of the corporation to voluntary
schemes and systems that it may be auth-
orised to engage in. The hon. member
saggested there was a nigger in the wood-
pile. The Bill was introduced here on the
20th November, which shows that the
suggestion of its being put through in an
underhand manner is withont foundation.
No wheat ean be stacked at any siding
without the consent of the Commissioner
of Railways. I regret the attempt to mis-
represent the intentions of the Wheat Pool.
Why raise all these objections to an un-
dertaking which has heen snecessfully
carrving on the wheat business for many
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vears? No farmer will be compelled to
use any bulk handling scheme that may he
instituted by the eorporation.

Hon, J. M. DREW: I am not satisfied
that any of the points I have raised have
been replied to. If the farmers desire to
go on with a voluntary scheme of the
sert indicated, they should be afforded
every assistance to do so. It has not been
stated how the finaneces are to be provided.
Apparently the corporation is to raise the
money, and the farmers are to provide
the security. That has not been disputed.
If the corporation did re-embark upon
bulk handling it would be a big gamble.
The Government would be bound to come
into the business through the mnecessity
for providing rolling stoek! For many
months the corporation would find itself
up against a dead-end.

Hon. G. W. Miles: This is a co-opera-
tive concern, and they wonld not go in
for it unless they wanted to.

2 o’clock am.

Hon. J. M. DREW’: I have had sent io
me resolutions, all worded alike, and passed
by farmers in various parts of my elec-
torate, but I am given to understand there
were very few present at the meetings.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: The trustees could
not make these arrangements without the
approval of the growers,

Hon., J. M. DREW: They could soon
get the approval of the growers. My de-
sire is to proteet the growers from a big
gamble.

Hon. T. MOORE: This subelause should
have been deleted when the Bulk Handling
Bill was defeated in another place. The
subclause in its concluding paragraph pre-
seribes that the provisions of the Bill
shall be subject to any qualifications im-
posed by any statute relating to bulk
handling passed during the present session
of Parliament. The farmers themselves
are not so anxious for bulk handling as
is a certain section of the people in the
wheat business. I honestly believe that
bulk bandling will come in dune course,
but the time is not yet ripe for it.

Hon. V. Hamersley: T have been waiting
for it for 30 years

Hon T MOORE: In the United States
and in Canada, where they have bulk
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handling, they are infinitely worse off
than are we

Hon, A, Thomson: Probably they would
he still worse off if they had not got it.

Hon, T. MOORE: I hope the subelanse
will be deleted and so put an end to the
peaceful penetration that is going on,

Hen. H. V. PIESSE: Mr. ioore has
spoken for the farmers of his distriet, who
he says are not unanimously in favour of
bulk handling. I can say that 90 per cent.
of the farmers in my distriet want bulk
handling right or wrong.

Hon. T. Moove: I suppose they are all
shareholders of Westralian Farmers Ltd.

Hoen. H, V. PIESSE: I am not a share-
holder of Westralian Farmers, nor have
I ever put a bag of wheat into the pool.
If the pool are prepared to find money
with which to bnild these sheds and silos,
let us give them our blessing. [ should be
sorry to see the Committee turn down this
Bill, hecause we should give the pool every
chavee to carry on the good work.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am seeking infor-
mation. TIs there any statute nnder which
the pool can establish bulk handling? TP
not, why all the discussion on this elanse?

Hon. W. J, MANN: I have listened
carefully to the discnssion, but I have not
heard anything to convince me that the
amendment should not be carried. I spent
some time investigating bulk handling in
Canada, as the resnlt of which I am comii-
dent we cannot profitably undertake bulk
handling at the present time. I was struck
with the frank way in which the Hon. T.
Moore stated the opinion of the farmers
in his province. I am going to speak for
the St. George’s-terrace farmers. because it
is at the snggestion of some of those really
big farmers that T am taking this action.
The action has heen perfectly open and
there has heen nothing underhand about it.
Had T been in the Chamber when the clanse
was previously considered, T would have
taken action then.

Amendment put. and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. .. .. 7
Noes .. .. . .. 13
Majority against .. .. 6

[COUNCIL.]

AVES,

Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. W. H. Kitson

Hon. G. Fraser Hon. W..J. Mann

Hon. E, H, Gray Hon. T. Moore

Hon, E. H. Harrls (Teller,)
Nors.

Hon. G, F, Baxter Hon. H. V. Piesse

Hon. L. B. Bolten Hon. E. Rose

Hon. J. T, Franklin
Hon. E. H. H, Hall
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon, G. W. Miles

Hen. 8ir C. Nathan

Hon. A, Thomson

Hon. C. H. Wiitenooin

Hon. H. J. Yelland

Hon. R. G. Moore
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived,
Clause put and passed,

Bill again reported without further amend-
ment and the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill rend a third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Third Reading.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE (CHAPTER
XXXVIL) AMENDMENT.

All Stages.

Received from the Assembly and, on mo-
tion by Hon. A, Thomson, read a first time.

Second Reading.

HON. A THOMSON (South-East)
[2.19] in moving the second reading said:
This measure was introduced in another
place by the member for Perth (Mr. H. W.
Mann) and seeks to insert a new clause to
make the unauthorised unse of vehicles de-
fined in the Trafic Act a misdemeanour.
Section 378 of the Criminal Code provides
that if a man steals or unses a horse (pos-
sibly worth £5 or £6) he shall be Hable to
imprisonment for seven vears, but a2 man
who removes or steals a motor ear which
may be worth several hundred pounds is,
under Seection 53 of the Traffic Aet, only
liable to a fine of £100 or imprisonment for
one year, It is np uvse fining the type of
men who steal motor cars, heeause uwsnally
they have no money. The owner of the car,
however, is freguently put to considerable
expense for repairs to his ear after he has
recovered it. The Bill empowers the comrt
to inflict a penalty of imprisonment for a
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term not exceeding three years. The pre-
sent penalty, 12 months imprisonment, iz in-
sufficient, Many erimes are committed by
men who steal motor ears. We know what
has happened in the Eastern States, where
men steal ears, proceed to the eouniry, com-
mit hurglaries and then return to the city.
During the past 12 months in this State 344
motor cars, 30 trucks and 82 motor cycles
have been stolen. If members desire fur-
ther information on the matter, I would re-
fer them to the speech made by Mr. H. W.
Mann, which will be found at page 637 of
“Hansard” (No. 6). Members will there see
what it has cost the various owners -after
their cars were returned to them. I shall
not labour the matter further, but will leave
it to members, feeling confident that they
will agree to the Bill. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question pnt and passed.

Bill read a seecond time,

Remaining Stages.

Bill passed through Committee withont
dehate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—TENANTS, PURCHASERS AND
MORTGAGORS' RELIET ACT, 1930
{No. 2).

All Stages.

Received from the Assembly and, on
motion by Mon. E. H. Gray, read a first
time.

Second Reading.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [225]) in
moving the second reading said: This short
Bill explains itself. A defeet in the Act has
heen discovered. A woman who owns 4 home
and whose hushand is wnemployed is not
entitled to the relief which can he obtaived
under Section 8 of the Aect. It has been
ruled that a woman is not to be deemed to
he unemploved if she owns a house. It is
but right that the Bill should be passed.
The amendment applies also to a widow who
owns a home and is dependent upon her
son or her daughter for maintenance. T
do not, wish to take up the time of the Honse
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further. I cowmend the Bill to members.
I move—

That the Bill be now read n second time,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [2.30]:
The Bill is hardly as harmless as Mr. Gray
would lead us to believe. The principal Act
does not define unemployment, but the Bill
does so in respeet to women. Unless a man
ean satisfy the commissioner that he should
receive protection by reason of unemploy-
ment, he cannot get that protection, where-
as a woman will be able to do so. There may
be instances of women heing in a much bet-
ter position than many married men. Even
though she may not he wholly without some
income, a woman would be able to get relief
where a man would not.

Hon. E. H, Gray: That is not se.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Does this mean that
the woman must have no income whatever?

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is for the com-

misgioner fo say:

Hon. J. CORNELL: I ¢an see a differ-
ence between the position of a woman who is
unemployed and that of a man who may be
unemploved and may have a wife and a
couple of children. If legislation is to be
passed to deal with exceptional cases, we
shall be on. poor ground. There cannot be
much substance in the Bill because, if any
harsh treatment had heen meted out to per-
sons, the Government would have introduced
legislation to relieve the situation. This is
a private member's Bill, and on the grounds
T have indicated, I do not feel inclined to
support it.

HON. W. H. KITBON (West) [2.353]:
T hope no objection will be taken to the Bill.
If a house should be in the name of a wife,
the magmstrate has ruled that relief eannot
be extended to ler, although her hushand
may be unemployed. I do not think those
people should he penalised in such gircum-
stances.

HON. G, FRASER (Wesi) [236]: I
would point out to Mr. Cornell that there
was no opposition to the Bill in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. If it had the effect he thinks,
that phase would have been mentioned dur-
ing the debate in the Jower House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,



Remaining  Stages.

Bill passed through Committee withou
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—AUCTIONEERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

All Stages.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—Iast} [2.40 a.m.] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill amends the
Auctioneers Act, 1921, Under the Act the
holder of a license must advertise in a news-
paper his application for a renewal of such
license. The Bill, however, provides that by
giving notice to the magistrate, the auction-
eer can have the applieation posted in g
prominent place in the court house for a
certain period before it is granted. The Bill
also provides for the payment of the license
fee in two moieties. If an auctioneer has
received his first license, he should not be
put to the expense of advertising the appli-
cation for a renewal. If he has contravened
the Acet he will have heen dealt with under
the Act. In that respect the existing legis-
lation is cumbersome. In ordinary times
the cost of an anctioneer's license is heavy
as it has to be paid in one sum, but in the
present times the payment of the whole
amount at once hecomes burdensome. This
is all the Bill contains. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Rill read a seeond time.

Remuaining Stages.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, teported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL).
Assembiy’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendinents made by the Council.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—WHEAT POOL.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

MOTION—''GOLDEN EAGLE’’
NUGGET.

Debate resumed from 16th December on
the motion by Hon. G. W. Miles as fol-
lows :—

That, in the opinion of the House, notwith-
standing anything contained in Seetion 4 (3)
of the Finaneial Agreement Aect, 1928, the
Government should transfer the purchase
price of the ‘“Eagle Nugget,’' £5,438 4s. 2d,,
to the eredit of Ioan funds as suggested by
the Auditor General on page 37 of his annunal
report for 1932

HON. J. M, DREW (Central) [2.48]:
Mr. Miles is to be congratulated on bringing
forward this motion. It seems io require
some slight amendment. It is an unsound
method of finanee which permits of hor-
rowed money heing used in the purehase of
an article, and when, some few months later
that article is sold, the proceeds being per-
mitted to go into Consolidated Revenue. By
the employment of sueh a method, the fin-
ances can he juggled in such a way as (o de-
ceive the taxpayers. A Treasurer finding
himself in a diffieulty with regard to keeping
down his deficit could dispose of some big
undertaking established out of Loan Funds,
and square his ledger in the eyes of the
public by this unorthodox means. In the
ease of the “Golden Eagle’” nugget there was
no intention to sell it when it was bought,
and it was therefore quite proper to huy it
out of Loan funds. When it was sold the
money rveceived should have been credited
to Loan Funds if ordinary aceountancy
methods had been adopted. The Govern-
ment were influenced by Subsection (3) of
Seetion 4 of the Financial Emergency Act,
whieh directs that all proceeds of sales of
Government property shall be paid into a
special aecount to Consolidated Revenue. T
encountered this provision when I was study-
ing the Financial Agreement Act in 1928
T sent for the Under Treasurer, who had heen
attending the Premiers’ Conference when the
agreement was under consideration. T asked
why it was proposed to take into revenne
money that had come from property which
had previcusly heen purchased, or From work
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constructed out of Loan Funds. He said

the reason was that a sinking fund had heen .

established and that in process of time the
undertaking would be paid for. On a fur-
ther study of the clause, I came to the con-
clusion that as the money had to go into a
special aceount of Consolidated Revenue and
not into the eordinary aecount, Parliament
would vecessarily be given ap opportunity
to deal with the matter. I am now con-
vinced that the framers of that portion of
the Act intended that the meney should he
dealt with similarly to the way in which such
funds bad heen treated hefore the Financial
Agreement became law. It will he noted that
the money had to go into a special account
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund. That is
exactly what was done for 24 years hefore
the Financial Agreement Act eame into op-
eration. Until the 1st January, 1904, all
receipts from Government property sales
were eredited in the Treasury returns to the
loan expenditure for the previous financial
years, but after.that date they were appro-
priated annuoally uwnder an Aet of Parlia-
ment and wsed for purposes for which loan
funds could be legitimately employed. In
1907 it was decided to introduce legislation
to deal with the ¢uestion. The Government
Property Sales Act was placed on the siat-
ute-hook. I wish to give a few quotations
so that members will understand the trend
of the measure. Sections 2, 4 and 5 pro-
vide—

The proceeds of sale (a) of all land, build-
ings, rolling stock and other property vested
in the Minister for Railways uander the pro-
visions of the Government Railways Aect,
1904; and (b} of all other Government
materials, appliances and other chattels and
strunetures, if the original cost was debited to
the General Loan Fund or the Consolidated
Revenue Fund prior to the financial year in
which the sale is affected, shall be placed to
the credit of a trust account to be kept at
the Treasury and called the Government Pro-

perty Sales Fund, hereinafter referred to as
the said fund.

Moneys received in respect of damage to
Government property, the original cost of
which has been charged to General Loan
Fund or Consolidated Revenue Fund shall be
dealt with as follows:—{1) The cost of re-
pairing such damage shall be credited to the
vote or voies or trust account fo which the
expenditure has been charged; and (2) The
balance, if any, shall be credited to the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund under such headings
as the Treasurer may direct, except when it
is connected with railway expenditure, when
it shall be credited to railway reeeipts.

No moneys shall be paid out of the said
fund until estimates are submitied to Parlia-
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ment and payment of the amounts 5_lmu_wn
therein are autherised by an Appropriation
Act.

That was sonnd nccountancy. 1In cases in
which revenue bad been spent in the pur-
chase of works or artieles, it would be ex-
pended on something that was usually paid
for out of revenue. It was mostly used for
the erection of schools and police stations
and works of that kind. Some of it came
from revenue. Perhaps a large number of
motor cars that had been purchased out of
revenue would be sold by the Government.
Subsequently that money would be appro-
priated for some works for which the pro-
ceeds came from revenue under ordinary cir-
cumstances, and so on. Full information
was given every year in the last few pages
of the Estimates eoncerning the appropria-
tion of the money, and Parliamentary an-
thority had to bhe obtained for the appro-
priation. From what I have said it will be
seen that there was, for vears, a special
aceount at the Treasury in connection with
the proceeds of sales of Government pro-
perty. Under the Finaneial Agreement, that
is precisely what we are required fo do. The
manner of the expenditure of the money is
for the State Parliament to decide. If we
say it shall be used to relieve loan expendi-
ture, who can object? Are the Common-
wealth authorities likely to object if we use
it for its proper purpose? T wish to point
out that the Finaneinl Agreement does not
enter into the question at all. In the Finan-
cial Agreement Aet each State has an iniro-
duction peculiar to itself. We had the sales
of Government property and a speeial sink-
ing fund and consequently these words were
included in the ratification clause, not in the
agreement, hut in the Act—

All proceeds of szles of Government pro-

perty thereafter shall be paid to a special
acegunt of the Consolidated Revenue,

Further there is power to alter thaf, if
necessary. This power reads—

ARl Acts of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia, whether passed before or after the
commencement of this Act, so far as they
relate to matiers or things provided for or
eontained in this Act or the 3aid agreement,
shall be read and construed as subject to this
Act and the said agreement, and shall, with
sueh alteratiens, modifications, substitutions,
additions and omissions as are necessary,
have effect accordingly.

There is power to make any amendments de-
sired so long as they do not confliet with the
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Financial Agreement, which is a separate
proposition. If the Golden Eagle precedent
eould be regarded as complying with the
rulezs of sound finance, there wonld be
nothing wrong in a future Government dis-
posing of large assets ereated out of loan
funds and putting the money into revenue,
thus giving a deceptive and fictitious colour
to the finances of the State. The asset would
have zone; nothing would remain in its
stead, and for 58 years the present and
future generations would be contributing to
the sinking fund established under the
Financial Agreement in order to cover the
cost of a work that had heen sold and the
proceeds of which had been paid into rev-
enue.

Hon., V. Hamersley: And the Common-
wealth would be paying as well.

Hon. J. M. DREW: Yes, the Common-
wenlth Government would have to find half
the money during the whole 58 years. There
would be a difficulty in crediting the amount
involved to loan, but there would bhe no difk-
culty at all in allowing the money to vemain
in the speeial aceount of Consolidated Rev-
enue and submitting the item later on to
Parliament for appropriation. It is not in-
tended to cast any veflection on the present
Government. What they did in connection
with the purchase of the Golden Eagle was
bona fide. Subsequently it was decided to
sell the nugget, probably on account of the
premiunt. Then the paragraph I have quoted
was encountered in the ratifieation clauses
and the Government eame to the conclusion,
ng doubt advised by the Under Treasurer
who advised me, that the proper destination
of the money was Consolidated Revenue.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Does the proposed
antendment meet with your approval?

Hon. J. M. DREW: The amendmeni pro-
posed to be moved by Sir Charles Nathan
does meet with my approval. Hon. mem-
bers will understand there is nothing of a
party character about this matter. Another
(Government may be in power after the next
general elections. In any case, in the inter-
ests of the country, I do not wish to see
this repeated, because it would establish a
precedent that any Government could fel-
low,

Han, G, W. Miles: And a dangerous one.

Hon. J. M. DREW: An extremely dan-
Zerous one,

[COUNCIL.]

HON. SIR CHARLES NATHAN (Met-
ropolitan-Suburban) [3.2]: At thiz early
hour of the morning I do not propose to
elasborate upon the sound arguments that
have been addueed by Mr, Drew in support
of the motion. The motion, as worded by
Mr. Miles, however, hardly meets the posi-
tion, I therefore move an amendment-—

That all the words after ‘‘Housc,’’ in the

fourth line, be struck out and the following
inserted in lieu:—'‘The Treasurer should
transfcr back to the Special Account of the
Consclidated Revenue, at the Treasury, estab-
lished under Section 4, Subsection (3), of the
Financial Agreement Aet, 1928, the amount
of the purehase priee of the ‘Golden Eagle’
nugget, £5,438 4s. 24, for appropriation by
Parlinment for somec purpose for which Loan
Funds are usually expended.’’
1 believe the amendment and the prineiples
underlying it will be acceptable to the
House. It is a very late hour of the session
at which to bring the amendment forward,
but it is highly desirable that the matier
should be dealt with this year because, as
Mr, Drew has sald, a precedent mighi be
cstablished. There have been many discus-
signs during the present session upon the
methods adopted not only by the present
Government, but by past Governments,
methods which would not meet with the ap-
proval of any eemmereial or finaneial house.
As Mr. Drew bas pointed out, the money
was definitely taken from Loan Fund and
paid back to Consolidated Revenue. 1If the
amendment is earried, it will necessitate the
money being transferred to a special ac-
count, and used for purposes for which Loan
Funds are usually expended. In those cir-
cnmstances, it would merely mean that after
liquidating one asset, the fund would be
used for the creation of another assef, and
the money would be paid into Consclidated
Revenue, as was done in this ease.  Mr.
Drew has dealt with the maiter on the broad
principles of sound finance. I hope the
motion will be taken as an indieation of the
feeling of the House that no matter what
Government may be in power, they must
realize that this House stands for sound
book-keeping methods, and they must not
challenge that fecling by aitempting to re-
peat these methods.

HON. G. W. MILES (North—in reply)
13.5): I thank Mr. Drew for having goune
o thoroughly into this matter, and I also
thank Sir Charles Nathan for baving sug-
wosted his amendment, which achieves the
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object I have in view, if the Hou=e will
carry the amendment and the wotion.

Amendment put and pasred: the yues-
tion, as amended, agreed to.

BILL—TIMBER WORKERS.
Second Heading—Defealed,
Debate vesumed from the 1Gth December.

HON. Wi J. MANN (Souih-West)
[3.7]: There has heen no reguest made by
people in  the timber industry for thi:
amendment. During the past week, I was
associated for three days wirth a number of
men engagefl in the timber indunstrey,

Hon. W, H. Kitson: Sleeper hewers?

Hon. W, J. MANXN: Yes, They were some
men who were recently concerned in a dis-
pute. Thev did not make any request for
legislation of this deseription. The Bill will
establish a principle which I do not think
s in the best intevests of the industyy, It
I read the Bill aright, I think it strikes a
fatal blow at contracr work, It gives the
man who takes a contract from another and
then takes off bis coat, the right to say, ~I
am performing this contract and am doing
the manwal work.” Tt places him in this
posifion-—I do not speak in a disparaging
way—that he iz an employer for the pur-
poses of the Masters aml Servants .\ct and
a worker for the purposes of the Industrial
Avbitration Act.  As a worker under the
latter Act, he can claim certain advantages.
Gn the other hawd, it the other party to
the contraet takes his eoat off and does
some of the hard work, it makes no differ-
ence hecause he is the eontrartor just as if
Le were far away from the scene of opera-
tionz. In the shsence of any indication frow
the men emploved in the industry in my pro-
vince that thev desire this legislation. I shall
oppose the Bill.

HON. R. G. MOORE (North-East)
[3.117: I oppose the Bill. whicl will have
farreaching effects. It is eomprehensive,
thongh brief. Tt will zimply mean that the
man who takes a contract, however small,
will have to shoulder the hurdens that will
e enfarced upon him as a result of the pas=-
eare of the Bill. IE he should take a econ-
tract to eart some timber. the Bill will brine
him nnder the provisions of the Masters and
Servants Act and the Tndustrial Avhitration

Act, and he may become responsible for
cempen-ation pavmentz and se torth. Thera
iz too 1wuch headz-T-win, tailz-vou-lose ahout
the Bill. Moreover the Bill will apply to
every part of the Srare where timber cut-
ters are working, and it would he unwise
to agree to the measure. The Bill is retro-
gpective in respeet of contracizs made before
the commencement of the Ac¢t, and we do
not know low far its applieation will ex-
tend in thar rezpect.

HON. G. W, MILES (Nortly {3.13]: I
rmoved the adjournment of the debate to en-
able Sir Edward Wittenoom to deal with
the Bill. He is not well, and naturally can-
not arrend the Housze at this early hour of
the morning. I szhall eite just a few reasons
why we should not pass the Bill. They are
as follows:—(1) These are days when the
aim of lezislntion is to deerease, if possible.
the burdens on induziry: the Bill will in-
crease the lurdens: (2) the men who would
be thus breught under industrial awards will
not be subject to contrel. Thev need not
work hard or for long hours. The sawmiller
will, zenerally =peaking. have no possibilitv
of ~upervising their labours, nor ean he
keep a record of their hours: (3) these
same men will. though not supervized or
controlled, be able to elaim workers” com-
pensation if injured, though they mav he
working under concurrent contracts with
different sawmillers: (4) the Bill hits at
treeilom of eontract and at this one industrsy:
(3) it =eeks to upset existing sdtisfactorv
arrangements, satisfactors in that a piece-
worker or contractor, if encreetic or even
ardinarily industrions. earns good monev:
(6) there is even a possibility of retrospee-
tive Tliahilitv under awards. For thesze
gasone T oppose the second reading of the

ill.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West—in reply)
{3157: T have heen surpried ta heap the
argument= advanced agninst the Bill. Some
of those advanced by Mr. Miles do not
apply at all. T explained the pozition fullc
when T moved the second readine of ihe Bill,
T indicated that all parties concerned
cowsidered thay sleoper hewers were cnv-

ered  hy  the definition af the ferm
“worker” under hoth the Masters and
Rervant: MAet and  the TIndustrial  Arhbi-

tration Act. Owine to the decizion of the
Supreme Court it was found that thex weve
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covered by Arbitration Conrt awards which
provide for their payment at so much per
load.

Hon, T. Moore: The timber workers bave
heen operating under the provisions of the
Arbitration Aet for the past 25 vears.

Hon. W. H. KITSOX: They are not paid
by the hour, but by the load. Owing to
the economic situation to-day the timber
workers have had to accept work at rates
of pay that hardly allow them fo make a
living. In the event of their employers
defanlting, they have no redress at law,
and. in the event of an aceident, they can-
nei eclaim compensation, That position
arose in consequence of the Supreme Conrt
decision T have referred to. I liave before
me i copy of the so-called eontract which
commencez with the words, ‘T beg to ad-
vise that I have purchased from you a
quantity of hewn or sawn jarrah sleepers
at prices, terms and conditionz as hercun-
der.”’ One of the clauses in the coniract
provides that no persen not being a natural
horn or naturalized British subjeet shall
he emploved on a contract or snheontraet
unless the services of British subjecis are
not available. The next clanse provides
that in the carrving ont of the work under
vontraet preference shall be given first to
raturned soldiers and sailors and secondly to
finaneial members of the union. Mr. Mann
said he had heard nothing ahont this matter.
Nevertheless it has heen on the boards for
about four months. Aany months ago the
union to which these men belong endeav.
onred to secure an award of the Arhitration
Court, hut the Counrt decided that =0 long as
the decision of the Snpreme Court stood, it
was a question of interpretation of “Wark-
ers” and unless that could be gof over the
Avbitration Court could not aszsist them. In
1923 Sir James Mitchell brought in an
amendment of fhe Workers' Compensation
Act simply to provide for this class of lab-
our. Hundreds of men in the South-TWest
have been defrauded of their wages after
months of hard work,

Hon. T. Moore: And the storekeepers
eomld not he paid for the same reason.

Hon. W. H. KITSOX: That is =0, The
storelieepers have suffered wore perhaps
than anvone elze. Thev have stood by the
men for vears. hut if the men did noi et
their wages they could not pay. The only
reedy we ean give tho<e men i< thi- Fall

[ COUNCIL.]

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. . 6
Noes . ‘e .. 13

Majority against .. 7

ATESB.
Hon. J. M. Drew ! Hon. T, Moore
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. C, B. Williams
Bon. W. H. Kitson Hon. E. H. Gray

{Teller.)
Noes.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. R, G. Moore
Hon. L. B. Bolion Hon. H, V. Piesse
Hon. J, T. Frauklin Hon. E, Rase

Hon. V. Hemersley
Hon. E. H, Harris
Hon. W. J. Manx
Hon. G. . Miles

Hon. A. Thomson

Hon. H. J. Yelland

Hon. C. H. Wittenoam
(Teiler.)

Question thus negatived; Bill defeated.

MOTION—LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR
PRESIDENT.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, leave
of ahzence granted to the President for six
monthe from the 1st January next,

CLOSE OF SESSION,
Complimentary Remarks.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter): On the eve of our adjonrnment,
I desire to congratulate you, My, President,
on the able manner in which you have car-
ried out the duties and upheld the traditions
of the pesition you oecupy, and fo thank
vou on behalf of hon. members, and myself
ns Leader of the House, for your unvary-
ing patience, courtesy and help to us dur-
ing the session. 1 desire nlso on hehalf of
members, to express my sincere thanks to
Mr. Cornell. the Chairman of Committees,
for the care that he has exercised in his
anerous duties, and the services he has ren-
dered. Me has dene much in his capacity
as Chairman to expedite the business of the
ITouse. T decire to tender him my personal
thankz alro for guidance and ndviee that
have grently assisted me in my work, I can
not let this occasion pass withont referring
to the efficient and loval service rendered by
the Staff. The Clerk of Parliaments, Mr.
Grant. hinz heen very helpfnl and has dis-
charged hiz duties in a capahle manner and
has earned the esteem of all members, The
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Usher of the Black Rod, Mr. Leake, also
merits praise for the efficiency and ability
he has displayed, and the manner in which
be hes satisfied the requirements of mem-
hers. Mr. Sparks is another officer who
has earned our special thanks. He has had
a busy time in ministering to our wants, and
has carried out his work in a cheerful and
efficient manner. I must also record my ap-
preciation of the work carried out by the
Chief of the “Hansard” staff and his offi-
ecrs.  As usual the work bas been eflicient
and reliable, and we have heen served with
accurate reports of the discussions. I must
say that they seemt to possess the happy
knack of making our speeches and remarks
appear much more coberent in print, than
we think they are when uttering them. I
desire to tender our best thanks to them for
the courtesy and kindness at all times shown
to us. I must also record my appreciation
of the services rendered by the reporters of
the Press. Although at f{imes their reports
may have been brief, they have always been
fair and aceurate. The junior officers and
House staff have also rendered cheerfu]l and
efficient service. I sincerely hope that the
whole of the Staff will enjoy their holidays
and on behalf of members I wish them all
the compliments of the season. The ses-

sion has been a strennous and trying one
" on aceount of the erisis through which we
are passing. Despite the bad times which
we are experiencing, I feel sure that there
is no need for undue pessimism; in fact
it will be better for everybody to cultivate
a habit of cheerful optimism. After all we
have eanse to be optimistic, for this State
is the possessor of immense natural wealth,
which must eventua!ly assist us to surmount
our difficulties. It may take some time to
do so, as thz present depression is world
wide, but I an confident that we will even-
tually regain the path of prosperity. I de-
sire to thank all members for the considera-
tion they have always extended to me: their
help and co-operation have assisted me con-
siderably, Although at times we may not
have been able te view matters from the
same standpoint, it was because we were
each endeavouring in our own way to do
what we considered was in the best interests
of the State. Tet, through all our delibera-
tions the spirit of good fellowship has pre-
vailed. In conelusion I desire to extend to
all my best wishes for a Happy Christmas
and 1 trust that the coming year will usher
in a tide of prosperity and suceess for all.

2751

Hon, J. CORNELL: Before the curtain
is run down on the session, I desire to thank
the Chief Secretary for his kind remarks,
and you, Sir, for the assistance you have
rendered to me. I also thank members gen-
eraily for the tolerance and consideration
they have exhibited towards me. I thank
the Clerk of the House and the “Hansard”
staff. We recognise that “Hansard” actu-
ally makes the speeches for us, and we have
much to thank that staff for. I hm also
indebted to the officers and the staff gener-
ally. T hope you, Sir, will enjoy your trip
abroad, and will return full of health and
vigour. I also trust the Chief Secretary
may come hack as Leader of the House. Ti
will generally be admitted that he has made
a good job of the position he ocenpies.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the Chief Sec-
retary for his kindly references to me, and
members for passing the motion giving me
leave of absence. I hope to be baek a con-
siderable time before the expiration of that
leave, and only extraordinary eircumsiances
which I cannot foresee would induce me to
remain longer away. I wish to thank the
Chief Secretary for the kindly references
not only to myself but the officers of the
House for the way in which they have
carrited out their work, Ii is to me
a great pleasure to preside over a
Chamber the members of which, without ex-
ception, are jealous of its reputation, are
keenly desirous of striectly ohserving the
SBtanding Orders and rules of Parliament,
and can discuss questions of a controversial
nature temperately and without heat. As
they themselves are well intentioned, they
are ever ready fo give to others from whom
they may differ eredit for being equally
well-intentioned. I sincerely hope that mem-
hers and the officers and all associated with
Parliament House will have a happy Christ-
mas, and that during the New Year thers
will be evidence of a renewal of that pros-
perity which we enjoyed in the past.

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION.

THE CEIEF SECRETARY {Hon. C. F.
Baxter—East) [3.42]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
the 20th January, 1933.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.43 a.m. (Thursday).



